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[SROVES

The editorial this issuve is short. Tot conly do I have little
to say, I don't geem to be able to Tind bthe right words to say itb
with. Bear with me for & little nuhk?

AMATSURS ¢

In the letter column of this issue you will ©ind a fairly
serioug criticism, from Daphne Buclmaster, oI the way ia which the
Agsociation is being rvn at the vresent moment. 1In particular
the Tact that the publications are often late and excuses given
pointing out that as tle editing 1s done as a spare-tine job you
can’*t ex»nect professional standards, especially in respect of
deadlines. I've answered Daplhine on this and one or two other
points in the letier colwin so I won't o over them again here,
what I want %o do is to proifer some more of my own ideas regard-
ing the Association, sparked off by this matter. Your comments
are, guite naturally, sought since this is, in fthe last analysis,
your organisation.

When people gpread over a wide area have an interestu in
common tiey generally want to keep in touch, lLecause it is to
their advantage to do so, because they reel 'different® from
those who don't share thelr interest, or just hecause human
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beings are gregarious and like to talk about their pet interests.
On the status of their subject depends the way they do this, First
in rank come the professional interests - in ny own case (I'm a
refractories technologist) we have a magazine, The Refractories
Journal, to keep us in Touch. As belfitsz a professional group it
is printed on slick paner, appears regularly, and 1s edited and
produced by a Tfull time stalfi, It contalins a few technical articles
and plenty ol social chit chat. The next rank contains the wide-
spread amateur interests, like the various nodel-making groups.
These are still fairly large in sizc ond ablc to run scrmi-profess-
ional magezincs. These are uswvally run by entiuvsiasts but need
not be so long as they cater for the enthusiastz. They can still
resemble the professional magazines because there are enough enth-
usiasts to supnort them. Then we come to the mlnor intorests, of
which sf 1s one. dven 1f the B304 contained the majority of
enthusiastic sf readers in thisg country I wvery rnuech doubt if it
could afford tu have its publications produced by a full-time staff.
The Assoclation is therefore going to continue to be run as
a nobby by amateurs in thelr snare time. 4nd a hobby, no natter
how interesting, cannot ve allowed to dominate your life. Tdeally,
of course, publications shcould always be on time, impeccably
produced and containing nothing but the best in the way of material.
Unfortunately ideals are Laxrd to live up to, the best we can do isg
tc Try s hard as possible. And we do try. 4and if ouvr efforts
don't reach high encugh then the solution, and the Association in

the last enalysis, 1g in your nands. And I only hecpe that that

doesn’'t sound too much as if 1'% passing the bucki

SNIPTETS.

Eere cre a few odds and ends 'from the editor's desk' cs it

were. First ¢ postscript to ny last editoricl in the shape of

& letter from the 3FEC letting me know thot for 1961 they are
increasing the number of choices from six to nine as on exweriment,
and that they are trylng vo get American s not otherwise cvailrble
in this country. Next o rother sad news iltem anrouncing the death
of Eric Temple Bell, "John Taine', in Wabtsgonville California at the
age of 77, And last but not least, a note from the editor of
'Books and Bookmen' that the February issue will contain a long.
article on smerican sf paper-bacls now availaeble in this country.

T 1 "
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TRE~SURY REFORT.
By ARCHIDT »ERCER.

In her recent rundown of possible reasons why BSTA publications
don't necessarily appear on schedule, Illa omitted to mention one
important contributcry factor, namely, that the unfortunate
Publications Officer, with everyshing else done and ready to hana,
hasg to sit stewing his heels walting Tor the Treasurer’'s Report.

On the other hand, this works both ways at times, and the Treasurer
hags to tolerate the Publicaticng Officer of the moment breathing
urgently down his neck while he waits natiently for sone other far-
flung limb of the organisation fe svbrit his current expense-sheet
up to date.

Thee are other reasons, though, why the accounts are sometines
late, even including on cccasion pure and simple laziness and/or
ineffriciency on tize part ol the Treasurer himself. Thus, having at
long last bestirred nmyself to doing sonething about the half year
ending this past June, I feund after it was all over that I seemed
to have eightpence toc much in the kitty. I had another look, and
thought I'd found a home for it, bub a friendly type to whom I
showed the matver wasn't sure. In She mean time Jim was pressing to
get VECTOR 9 into the post, so I had %o let the account slide for
the time being. Which is why thse only Tinancial item in VECTOR 9
was the annval Convention roport.

inally T decidad that The only perscn carable of laying the
eightpence to rest would be the Avditor, when he came to audlt tie
1960 figures. I have therelorc provisiocnally assigned the thing bto
a special category of its own as an “anonynous recelipt™, and pres-
gnt the relevint Account herewith.’

Furthermore, just to prove that I CAN gev on ton of the work
if T do try hard enough, [ am presenting also the Account fcer the
September quarter ( which DOZEZ baliance). In this case however, I
wont ahead without bothering to call for ali expenditure up to date,
so the Sepftember figurez do not neceasarily represent the last
postage stamp. This should adjust itsell by the end of the year, as
soon as possible arter which vemporal event I intend to issue both
the December uarter Accounites and the Accounts for the year 1960as
a whole.

As is my habit, T have apperdud cxpenditure analyses corresp-
onding to the two part annval acconnts that ere presented herewith.
Just one point I'd liks fo mention here - expenditure under the
heading “VECTORY &also includes the Hewsletter, on tne grounds that
the two publications use common stocky of stationary etc., and it
does not seen convenlently practicasle to disentangle tihiem.

A"
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| LA.H., lierecer

rone Treasurer. B3FA,
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GEORGE LCCKE.

\ You are & science fiction reader. 1ot
for you the Jaturday afternoon jostling amonz the
| -vowds, straining to see ten parcent of tlie game
betwzon Tottenham Hotepurs and peor old uarredictasle
ihel Teither will you be Ffound in an approximately horizontal
n “"rort of the televisicn watchling wrestling. o, you
reining along a dingy, almost deserted London gtreat,
plele a31opally se a particularly large and frwgld ralnoron
w2y beneatnh your coller and down your ba
cnbually, you will find the sho» you are lOOkan for - The
FopulsE Daosls Cenfue o Dossihly, Plue Books. ¥You will. 1T you are
1 sveunch s enthusiast, shudder at the hundreds of 'girlie!
naganinesz flavnting VlCQIiOUQ sex tlirovgh the shop windows. TYour
cyes will quickly gearch ouvt the two or three hidden sf pocket
beoke caonest the gangsters and westerns. Pocket-books captioned
vy the publisher with such words as “TitillaSing®, ”Tol“ld”,
ilarged,  You might smile. IMore likely, you will conposc &1 angry
atuor to thae nu%ll her asking him what exactly le thought
Lorrid .J‘.L,t L.B. Smith's writing.

Lra“u nﬂﬂ Dy such vulgar commercialism and misreprescnbation,
rou will enter thc shop, and dive for the scction marked "scicnce-'
Tisticn . You will 7ind theore all you want, uvndailuted pr westerns,

;nbstowﬂ o sex noevclg

. Fifly years ago 1t wesn't quite like that. Sf had no conven-
icnt latel, nor was there any 30901allsatwon of periodicals into
magAasicze devotling thelr . ¢ll to our favourite reading,

Z wish, sometimes, i1t had stayed that way. You see special-
o 0ion mizght have been alright for westerns, detectives, and
ve remanses. L6 wasn't alriglit for sclence fiction,

To try Yo c¢larify th_u, I'd like to take a gentle wall
Surough tlhe history of magezine fiction ~ and if T seew o be

T
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concentrating on the anericaen magazines, it's only because the
main developnent of si took place in the 3tates.

Round the turn of tThe century, a good number of popular fiction
magazines began to appear. These were the Torerunnerg of what are
known today as the pulws. The most Tamous, possibly, are Argosy,
11 Story, Bluebools, and Savaller. They published almost any kind
or popular fiction you coulda think of - westerns, detectives,
adventure storics, love stories ete There were also very olearTy
marked wpar allels in Engldnu, with gtrand Desysonis, Pall-all,
ete. The anmerican ones, at first, pubLLUHGQ very little scionce
fiction, but by 1210 oria little later, these magazines were
thrusting, tentatively at first, bvt with increasing confidence,
science Tiction and fantasy onr thoe public.  Lrd, judging by the
subsequent reprianting of many of the tales, they lapped it un,

Such faimcus stories as Edgar Rice Purrough's ITartian and
Tarzan series Tirst apmeared in argosy and 1ts colleaguss. lany
of these are Tergotten, now, by 21l gave a few older readerg and
collectors, Such tales as Fngland's Darkness and dawn and Jerviss'
The Second Deluge

Both novelq Jere orianted 1n tool form, Darkness and Dawn in
1914 and The Second Jcluee in 1912. The England title is one of
the longest sf novels on recerd - being, in reality, a trilogy -
and concerns the world safter virtvally all 1life has heen wiped out
with the excontior of tho hero ané horoins. They sleep ©or several
centuries, and when tley awalcen again, all that 1s left ig the
rotting skelcton of modern civiligation. low they piece together
what little remains intacy - an old aercplane, for instance - and
gradually builé & new world foriis one of the Host fdgcinating
stories of all time. The Zeconc. Qplure is a story of a great flood
which submerges Eartli completely - and 1s squally a classic.

Meanwhile, as sclence Tiction was ueveloping along the Tascin-
abing lines Tirst traced out by Serviss and Bngland - liunes which
made thesc stories stend witn the best seneral fiction being pub-
lisned at that ¥tliae - an obscure technicel journal edited by Zugo
Gernshack published a serial entitled RaTih 124C41 nlus. It was,
of course, written by the editor, or else it would nover have scon
nrint. It was PDL“ln“-MDIC than a speeulat1Vu article thinly
disguised as Ticviocia.

The readers who were raving over Darlkaness and Dawn and its

kin ignored poer cld Ilalph. I supiose, though, sorle of the readers
of Gernubacm'c varioug technical journals thought well of it, for
about ten years later, one o iis lagazines, Science ard Tnvention
bemgan tc publish bhe oid sf story,until, in 1%as, it publishked an
igsue with several such suories in 1t., They were all, however,
pretty well modelled on g&igg, iwaawhile, the twenticth century's
teens progressed, and more and nore writers began to turn out
scilence fiction and fantasy for Argosy, Blue Book, and All 3tory.
Serviags, unfortunatly, wrouc little more Llelu“, but England
continued tc turn out wmegnilicont science fiction reogularly,
although nothiing quive touchod Dariness and Dawn. Burrougihs'
roputatlon grow by leans and bounts -~ and , greduvally, othwer writers
with a leaning towards tihc fanbtastlc canc cut of thelr shells,
Uriters like Avstin Tall, Loncr son Flint, Ray Suvrininges, and
Abraham i'crritt. Hathenicl Havythocrn's zon, Julian, almost
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comzpletely unknown as s writer, a.%lhouzgh he published a number of
Tantasies twenty yealrs garlier, contributed on interplanefary.
These new writers - they eaci made & hit wllth the readers with
tuneir first works - each added a lithtle gomething to the spreading
pattern of scilence fiction. ITall end Flint contributed The Blind
S5pot, regarded by some as a greal story, by cothers os little short
of 1diotic, Raf Cumnings mele the world ol the atom all his own
in The Girl ‘n the Gol&eu Atom. a. Merritt swnecialised 1in
scintiliatingly written fantasizs which often pudged the science
fictional. Victor EHousseau becoms famous overnlght vwith The

liessiah of the Oylindexr.

Soms of thsze newzonors deve 10796 anﬁ imnroved their work as

they went on; others, however. inevl ly tursed into hacks.
But, in ths twensies, thc goldcn ag“ of the geheral pulns

R e B

like Arg 0ﬁy, wag nassing avay - The Tirst sigr of the leplaoemont
of the general Tiction magazines by “he speclaliced nsgazines was
when Argosy combinsd with A1l 3tory. Wew magazines were aprnearing.
Detecti e magazinaes by the hord? ‘lesteras. Love romances. x»rgosy'’s
writers naturally cashed in on thesge, abl »alned build them, not
noticing that thelr standards deteriorated . and they frcquently
ended up as mere iacks.

However, sclence fiction was
towards spsclalisatvion. The scied
twenties ¢ontinued to COitT¢LL
folliowers,

But uo‘eWCQ and Iuvention had already attracied one or two -
Ray Cummings i1s a notable exatiple - end bvegan to print some of hisg-

|

terter in thig trend
sticn writers ol the early
sy end its valtnful

Argosy wori. TvlrJ et -ornmd in 1925, and af'texr a fauvlibty start,
boomed., She aiso siprnoned off some o>f the sT, particularly that

with a welird treatmens.

The 4ifference bebween thesse two merginal Tields became very
important. Weird Teles, hovever. never dray norﬂ tlhian a modicurm
of attention from the stfalsts, and 2. Lovecralc beﬂame about the-
only true specialist in weird-science-rICchi0a, 'nsheclk, however,
gwayed perhaps by the Loud voicer of zoma of hils hMqul readers,
and with vnlenty of nonzy to spars - he was an L or himself -
decided thet it night be an ides (o svart a gpeclalist =f nagazine.
Thisz ceme cut in 1926 and was called Amszing Stories. Ccabenting
itgself et first witl reprints, it auickly ccguirved a stadle of
origina: writers, vho all strove to cutdo eacl cther in the con-
coction of marvellous irventions. Gernshbacl nimsel? fvated his
policy as beingz fiction dezigred to teach scisnce - ci
science - and Lo gencerate an sathusiasn Tor seclence.

Altazing Stories cozed examples of thigc pelicy in
yearg. However, it was 1n & way winning agaiast 2
popular fiction at the time - it was 10t 4 puln m
stretch of the ilmagination, and didn't cater Tor I
reader. Iowever, it gucceeded - and its success finally, in 130,
oreompted one puln U'blj“hﬁl, Clthon. to oroduce an st ﬂag&Zlne.
This was #Astounding in its £.rst incarnation, and it orinted a
completely Qifferernt * Sy e 0 Lﬁction R RS e 1t

.(d..o
moa

It was, in
fact, typical »ulp Tfietion - virtuaclly all CrUi, =t couvla bhe call-
ed @ wateredudown, hackel—-out irgosy type of sclencs Tiction whose
eriphasis was pore on story-telling btlhan was the meterial appearling
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in amazing, beb s8€ill wasn't very good stuff.

dowever many words can be spilled in print coundemning the
Tictionalised gcience articles being published in aAmazing and
Wendor youw can't escape from the fect that the writers were
develovlgg, they refused to be satisfied with turning out the kind
of stuff Tirst written in 1911 with Ralph, and with the »nurchase
of tne Clayton aAstounding by Street and 3mith, a much better
market wacs Ffound. Under the gulding hand orf F. Orlin Tremaine,
Agvounding slowly improved. However, it was not until Camnbell
Soolt over The reins in 1938, that the last of the bondg Tirst tied
Ly Gerrnghack was loosenod, and sclence fiction had a re-birth which
brought the standards up to those of the golden days of Argosy.

Pause for breath, while everybody meditates upoin how one man's
firm ideas nearly killed sclence fiction. Gernsback waz somebody
who might have been largely responsible for the povnulariseation of
«f in hig own day, but who casused it to grow in unon itself - and
ons ol the ravourite themes of s writers ig that of the mess that

ensues when a culture becomes ingrown.

Sclence ficvion has been plagued by men causing ingrowth from
that day on,

Grrnsback was on'ly the first.

. W Jeaprell was the second, although the effects of liis
curioun.y »vhilosonhic mind 4id not become anparent until at least-
ten yearc later, at first his emphasis was on stories - powerful,
original stories, aand these he got. 3T was ripe for a big jump
aheal - and 1t came, with wrifers such as Eubbard, EHeinlein, Van
Yogs, Lowils Padgett, ©.L. Lioore, Gecrge 0. Smith and many others
hitoing &helr stride with almost as varied a selection of science
fiction as hit the news-stands with Argesy. FHowever tine passed
end vho writers becaire 0ld and tired, and Astounding began to-
publish morc and more of the sanme hlnd 01 story, and Campbell, too,
beczme InfecSed with the same disease, His magazine began to lose
its i1magination.

Mearvhile Palmer had presented the Shaver Vystery, had found
his nsgazine’'s clirculation increased by it, and flogged the theme
o .2 lemertapliy late death. Campbell must have seen this increase

v
in saless. He declded to try socmething of the same sgsort to try o
revive Astounding's flegging sales., Conveniently, Fubbard showed
up with Disanctics.

And with Disnetics came the beginning of the end.

e "2l ditfing at the end, gluuly wondering what is golng to
happen to sclence fiction. We read an editorial on Campbell's
latoss cracikz-pov ldea, the Dean Drive. We wonder vaguely irf his
purpose in promoting thesc fringe science ideas is on the hit or
mics basis - if hc makes cenough stabs, sooner or latcr onc will
come ouh wishv,

CWe wonder preociscly whalt Galaxy hopes to achieve by continu-
ing to print the same kind of old stuff as it has donc for tho past
fow yoarg. o wonder how long 1t is goling to take for F&SF to
beeon.e a8 thoexoughly hide-bound as the others. It is well on its
VIET o
- 4nd w2 wonder why the hell someone doesn't try a change of
ed.icor. baybe that would get Astounding out of 1its rub. An

11 Continued on page 39
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By coincidence I receilved two reviewg of I ALL" AT THFE 3TARS
on the zame day from two different peonle, sincc they take
different views of the film I intend to »rint both reviews.

I ATE. AT Ti® 37T4K5. Columbia. Sterring Curt Jurcens and Victoria
3haw, with Gia 3cala, Herbert Lom and Jaries Daly.

It is difficult at any tine to arouse sympathy Tor a Tanatic,
and more so if the dedicated, one-track-minded individual happens
to be a scientist., 1In this £ilm, Cnrt Jurgens as Werner Von Braun
succeeds in showing us the fanaticisn, the single minded obseszsion
of a scientist who eats, dreams, and sleens rockets, but the
fenaticism never quite gets off the screen to the audience. Ve
see, bout we do not quite understand. This is the fault of the
seript, in that Veon Braun secing unable to explain to anyone that
all he wants to do is to build, and so find out about, rockcts.

I felt that Jrrgens had caught Von Braun's ohsession, hut that the
rest of the cagt, and the film mekers, hadn’t, cuito.

Beonomically, we are not given the whole of Von Braun's life-
story. There is one glinpse of him as a boy, and his dsevotion to

12



rockets, oven thea, as an experimental model crashes into and sets
firs to the greenhcuse of a neighbour. The scene then leaps to
thai moment in the nlstory of the German Space Rocket Society when
Fitler s Army thought them worth taking over., We are shown the .
grovi iig con®lict butweer Von Eraun's obsession and the demands of
the nilitarry for a super weapon, the dark noment when Von Braun,
even alter Jjoining the Party, after producing a succesgsful V2, 1s
arrested and faces the prospect of a firing sqguad, as a traitor.
Only intervantion by the military aead of the V2 project, on the
plea that Von 3Braun is 1ndispensable, saves him. An Allied raid

on Psererwunde, prompted by the reports of a spy in their midst,
brings ths rccket men face to face with a chelce, Which is more
imnortant, rocket .. or Germanv? Anton Reger, ably played by
Herbert Lom, is the only one to hte patriotic enough to stay. The
resgt, Ton Dreun, Professor’Oberth, Doctor Neumann and the remain-
der of fhe teﬂhnlcdl‘ooaf“ decide they would rather build rockets
than dic as patriots, and tHat they stand a happier chance with
the Americans than with the Russians. They take as nuch eguipment
as they cer carry, and suvrrender to the US forces.,

Here , again, Von Braun faces the prospect of death as a war
eriminal, Yhe 'incomprehending, patrioctic, lay point of view cones
across very strengly irom James Daly, playihg the part of Ifajor
Willlam Tngegert, ex-newspaperman ard with reason to hate every-
thing ghet Von Braun stands for. -And, again, Von Braun is saved by
nig vory indizrensibility The U3 need him, to build rockets,

The T1ilm endd,dramatloally gnough, with Vorn Braun sticking
hig reck ousv and alnost guarantesing that the Army Redstone will

owulb & setellite up, after the gross double loss of prestige of the
Russian ‘'firsgt”® and the Havy's inglorious flop., Of course, the
Redstonz goss upe %ie know it did. So much is history. But the
fiim Bzgucaces capture the tension all over again., Technically,
bhﬂ falm s without Teult, and the cast play their parts perfectly,

The ls"no¢ lgsue, to ny mind, is not g0 well done. There is nuch
1mpass$on0d Sallzing around the matter of responsibility, but at no
time does the Tilm say, convincingly, that a scientist doesg what
he does “chu ¢ he must, and that he ig not, and cannot be,
cencernnd vlth the uses ﬂadc of his- dlsoove les and inventions,
Vow Braun is rsaching for the stars, the whole universge, the

fubure, 17 laymen chouse to take his inventions and use tlhem to
bilow eacl other 50 pieces, 1s that his concern? I wonder.

Johan T, Phillifent.

Von Brauan, is aL interesting example of a gteady trend towards

T science. Sclence Tiction has already been nudged by
fn i1 the public's interest in the Spubtnik and the
sc*sp“i£¢c develonmgnts apoearlng annvally.
as & megniricant onoqbunlty for showing the science-
hungry wub Ul.e mere romantic aspects of research, of firing
thie s2nsz of wonder sparked by the Sputniks. Ve oould be showun
vhe gradual developrent of the rocket, from a tiny thing a foot or
sc long, to the V2 and beyond. e could be given some. technical
information, given & clear idea of the snags and shown how, in the

cnd, Von Brauh overcame them,
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ri ohe early stages of the film, a few sket~
ohy newsreesl type of rockets being tested. Tot a word of
explanation of what baing tested. Later, we do get a Tfew words
thrown in at rendom about overheating of reaction chambers or some
such, bul thic~ the only technical material - is dealt with so0
cHsuW1ljlu wouldn't be noticed if the rest of the Tilm wasn't so
weako.

nmbtuadg We £O0,
shotg
l"i

Jurt Jurgens, playing the part of Von Braun, 1s put in charge
of the Peenemunde pro, cs. AL irst, he 1s up agalnst bureaucratic
indifference, However, laver on, he finds it turns positively
hostile, on account of a couple of statements the 33 pick up with
Thelr eliephantine =ars.
One of these points out Von Braun's philosophy. He 1s speal-

ing to his girl friend (who later becomes his wife), FHitler -
the man in thc IMCON. they are the samne to me. Come to think or
it - ths man in ths mcon is closer to my heart.™ This basic
sonbimert - indiffercnse ag tc who is behind the research and the
effcols of the vosearsh itsclf - govern Voa Braun, When the Vzs

tart dropping en Loxdon hoe is approachod with the quostion of
wn“* difference it.makey to him if the rockets blast a bomber
stetion or a children's losnital., #Well, the British are blasting
our cnildren’ he says; and this is ags far as the terrible destruct-
ive prorertvies of 2is rockets affect hine. Wnat matter wiy the
research goez oh, o0 long as it does go on.

And Curt Jurgcens does a fair - but only failr - job of present-
rg This complex ;h“r&cte“ combining idealism ~ "I aim for the
S0ETSsY -~ with indiffsrence.

Lowsvaer, was thiec the real Von Braun? Yot having read much

U"I fete

cbout nhis ;ife, I can't sav. Yet, I have grave doubbts as to its
varacliy. You see. hile whole story is sketchy, and as full of
cmatevrisa Qrag9‘

ice as any second rate spy thriller. Herbers
Tom'es girl Ffricnd ig a spy for the Amerlcans...Herbert Lom, of
covrge, Tinds out <wovye tnlis.. There's a tearful sequence which

ends un with ILou nov giving her away tce the authorities Yet,
when the,time cowns Lor the TPeenemunders to decide whether to

surrenccr © ?@ bipzricans or remalin loyal te Germany  only Lom
decidas to r=paln.

Ton Baruuas and g to Arerica, and spend the rest of the
time doing wockat rasearch Tor the dmericans. A few more fraguents
of stories azs ingsrted hers - a bit of ideological conflict between
Von Braun ond ap Arerican officer called Taggert - mention of the
rivalry bvelwoen Army ead Nevy - bub nothing very strong. All story
threads in thals fiim ere very wealr and verv short. Nothing more
than a gories of laterlculsing sketches which mar the background and
obscure Hhe noain aim of the Tilm ~ thot illustrated by the title.
There 1s algo a loc ok
the end of the ilm, wh
Whive Houske 6xSews a "UR

A WCragh Progromms® lg wryly dcefined by one of the young
Gernman ”ClChuI:G? - the only one with a spark of 1life in him - as
4]
i
5

nrgency, which is only ?epairod'towards
en the Havy sotellite h failed, and the
racii Programme.

”SDHCLnl-b vnere, g'*e_ HWLTE preghant women, ‘you get a baby in
30 davg.’ Nc?s_u1e 352 the attempt succeeds, and Von Braun puts
hig savellite into cor

.

Az a gtory it is sketcny and alnless.

14 Continued on page 27



Before arytiaing else, I feel 1L should quote Crom a letter I
received from our President.... Page 188, The Taste of Too lTuch-
(Hutchinson 15/-}, a novel by a Glasgow author, Clifford Fanley,
mentions a story in llebula, whereupon 'Good old Webula,' iliss
Cumberland muraured.” Second item; Penguln have just »ublished
a tale of Derbysihire 1life that will ke of fringe interest to sf
fansg, though it is hardly sf, entitled 'Lady Chatlerley®s Lover'®;
interesting details in it of Earthman matving habits....cilsowhere
Brian tells me thet he has written the survoy of &I which will be
included in the Celdor nublished “Internationasl Literary Ananuval’,
esel @ucss the tine hag come o let you--all into a gecret....a
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bit of scandal Trom the pages of Cld Slater’s slmanac....you may
have noted a slight change 1n the terms of voting on the 'Hugo:
awards for the next World Conventicn...the voting in 1960 was
marred by wiat could only be considered an obvious attemnt at
ballot stuffing, by someone who apparently had no grasp at all of
just what Tandom is...or to ©e kind about 1T, sciieone who complet~
ely misinternreted fandom and thought it nust be far bigger than

it is....the "Tugo” awards are supposed to be voted on by hona-
fide sf fans, and that in the broasdest internretation neans people
who buy and read a considerable amount of si, both mag, »b, and
book...anyway the Plttcon Comiiittee received over 70 votes all
emanating from around a small EZnglish village with a population

of under 7,000....none of the voters were namess recognisable to
prominent British fans....and as the votes almost nlugged solidly
for one set .of first choices (hardly recognisable to the real fang-
who actively support the "Yugo- gwards and similar schemes)...well,
the result is that henceforth you wanna vote, you gmobta pay™. ..
that doegn't meke it 100 nercent scfe, but at lcast it stons it
beling casyv.«and CHLCODe ..

But whxt-o lovely plocce to lold o convention if it were only
true! ...0 place where 1 nercent of the populction are sf fans...
where, in Taet, theoro arce alrnost morce Tang than there are in
Londoni ~_

Doubleday (U3) SFEC selection for January is Frederick Pohl's
anthology 3Tart OF 3Tar3, which contains his selection of his best
choices for the 3TiR 3% pb (Tallentine) series....first sign of
ALAETYG going un in price is the planned April 1961 issue, 196np
504, front and back covers by Taul....editorial/article by Fugo
Gernsback....stories all renrints to be selected frowm early issues
by Sam l.oskowltz....sounds like a very good issue if 3am has his
way....but at the same time is obviousiy a cheap way of disgulsing
a try-on-50¢-for-size iscue ag a "special 3% decade number™..,or
maybe I'm too suvsplicious these dave...i'1ll say this tho, I think
that 43 and Fantastic are rapidly overhauling GSF in interest and
quality, and have passed A3F in variety...I'm very pleagsed to find
the Janvary '61 IT far niore veadable than it hos been recently,
viith §.T. tleIntosh leading the title nage with ARI0LUTE FC/ER...T
also note thot several of the stories nave a slightly whinsical
or humouvrous touch...this can be a good thing, but shouldn't be
run into the ground....no news on the Perril Tresz IIDICE3, I regret
for the benefit of those wondering....no word from Don Day of TF
Tor sciie long months now...»nossibly wiith the nearing dcadlinc he
is getting so busy he can't stop....3ATEVETOST Oct 8th, 1960
gontalined an article about Jehn . Sampbell....the DBC also gave
a third programme report on sf whicl, although it contained little
the average Tan doesn't already knov, also didn't appear to contain
any glaring errors....if it comes up agaln, worth ligtening to, if
you can tear yourself away Irom tlie v screen showlng PATHITIDERS
TC I7AR3 Tor long enough....i hate those thlngs....calmly, without
turning a hair or calculating an orbit, a ciange of pllot....the
substitution (although they don't know 1)) of &an inposter for

, - p—— . Y P g R
LA R e T TR LR Sl - ) L N T PR S o gt AT e {282

*in future only convention menbers will bLe able to talke vart in
rinal vote for ‘Hugo¥ awards - details of convention and such
at o loter date....ed. 17
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one oy bhoe Fonl CPevie...ohs addition of a youig giri{belcw teen-
age?) to the crew...are all accepted....hell and damnation, wvou
can't even zet on an air-liner with a paid Liclket that flipning
easy, let alone onto the third meon-trinl agreed, this entertaln-
ment ig for juvenlles and teen- abu(jobnrer tfcns\ folA, but 1T they
can accent it what a distorted plcture of 1life they must have...
okay, lecture-cum-sermon sessicn aow closed....any tiile you see
some of the sliclk sanerican mags arcund, a glance thru aay be
rewarding - the mags I mean are things like Playboy, Dude, Gent
and SO Oli....btlie Yewards vou'll get vary from Algls Budrys to
Willian Tenn, or even Ted Stulszeon...olf course you may et the same
thing later on in TSF or Judith ilerrill’s The Year's Best...but
then again you imay nobt....possessors of the Shasta Checklist can
add one more note....Whyte-ilelville, George J. Sarchedon, i

Legend of the CGreat jueen....the checkliist gives this as Jard Locl,
1903, 38%7pp, ill....l have at the moment an edition published by
vWard, lock and Bowden which bears on the dedication a date of 1871
ssecand an inscription on the Tly Lkas the date 1096, ..unfortunat-
ely I can't date the ‘book exactly from this, bwut the list of works
catalogued in the resr would ftend to place the book in the 1870's
«es.cOmpletists nay at least note this....incidentclly, I think-
that the B3FA might cct as clecring house Zor this type of datea,
and I*11l bhe very pleascd to heur from aanyole who con give me add-
itlonal date on any weri listed in the cheocklist, ox cny data on
works which are datsd earlier than 1346, but are not ligted....
IT'11 inciuvde them in the colunn as they come in, and someons

might like tc publish & consolidated list sope time....whilst not
gtrictly sf, Vardis Fisher's ''Testament of Ifan” “serieg is of
interest to sl readers, particularly the first three titlea...
varkness and the Deep, and The “olden Kocome are definitely avail-
able in UL now, at 4/6, Pyramid Fooks imported by Transworld - 50¢
«.othe third title, Intimations of Ive, T have not vel tracked
down....the later titles in the series, Peaﬂe Like a Rivor {(now
titled The Tassicn Within), The Divine Passion, ete., classify nmore
as historical fiction than s, bulb nay 0"11* have appecl to a
great many s¥ addictsg,...incidentclly, whilst the £first twe thet

I menticned arc 4/6, thc pb cdition OL Y OOLY 3ATAN (brlnrlrg thc
Testament up to Tnguisition days} will he imported at 3/5,
although alsoc a 504 Fyramid pb...you guess it...other imports

come Tagt and furious, but to nc »attern...3tar s 4 is now
through {or should be when this appears) but was pracedcd by 5

and 6...Ballontine are reprinting quite a number of thelr earlier
successes.,.and 50 we nay get some of the long out-ol-nrint itene
in the future...T.H. Jhite's TEE OHCE A5 FUTURE TING is out Tron
Dell as a paverback, costing 95¢, 639pp...whilst Capricorn Books
have publicghed at »1.35%5 the zamec author's hard-to-obtain ITTZTRIESS
LASHAL: TS REFOSE, 255pp, withh the Fritz Bichenberg illug, and thc
map which is used as endpavers in tlc boards(1946) cdition nalkes
another couple of Pages aftcr the text...worc and porc 1t becomcs
obvious that even in English letters the dor of thoe naper-back

is herc...and thc Pongulh »ove Lo prevent boards binding of thelr
titles may be somewhat difficult to enforce if we follow the
Continental pattern....I think that it is Tairly trve to say that
ohly in Britain and imerica and their immediate associetes(in this

18 Continued on page 93



the adventures ol & poy slan, Jomny Cross, 1n his gradual growth
to maturity, his hairbreadth escapes Cron hunans, his love-aifTalr
-with a girl slan, his rediscovery of a secret nibbled at by his
father .. for fcontrolled' atomic energy, This against a vaguely
sketched future in which there are the inevitable 'power'! Tigures
struggling for world domination. There 1s a multiple-twist ending,
the snatch from despair. There is the V.V. style of interlace of
events, sketched and abandoned in the ceaseless rush to pile event
on event.- '

This, for those who came in late., 1s
Le., DBig, sweeping, galloping along, with
cadgets, gimalcks and ildeas squandered in every chapter. This 1is
probably why 3F, tolday, 1s foreced to dig deep for ideas. The old-
timers were prodigal with their material. - They did just aboutb
everything, and all in one story. As this, which handles mutants,
rmutation-machines, telepathy, mind-shields, thought-broadcasting-
machines, interplanetary war and space-ships, anti-gravity, crude
atonic powered weapons, controlled atom nower, bten-point steel
(you'll have to read the story to find out what that is) and great
slabs of philosgophy, all bundled together any ©ld how. And yetd,
for all the sprawling, shapelcss massiveness of it, the old magic
still works, casrdboard characters, sbtock situations, and corny
dialoguc notviithstanding. It's a mystery to me. Recad it, and scc
what you think.

the way that S used to
sreat double-handfuls of

Johin T. Philliifent.

"HCW-3TCY' by Brian 7. Aldiss. Digit 2/6a

This novel is one of the nany pocket-books, put oul by Digit
1n recent months, to be written by a »opular science Tiction author,.
They have made available, in cheap editicns, ruoch of the previously
unpublished work {in this couvntry; of Ven Vogt, Iicinlein, Pohl and
Kornbluth and Edmund Coopner, Apart fveow THE AVAKING PR. IUTTIR-
WORTH by Oesmond Leslic, this 1s the only titleo in their serics to
have becn written by a Dritish auslior. Digit bocks arce cheapnly and
often nastily produccd. Typo-sctting is often messy, covers somc-
times poorly printed and proof-rcading shows cvidcence of carclcss-
ncss., HNoncthelecss, admirers of Heinleirn, Van Vogt, ¢t al, have
causec ©o thank therr and now, although tiic typc-sctting and prool-
reading has bocn just as poor, admircrs of Brian £ldiss, whitc hopo
of British scicnec Tiction, can be gratceful that onc of his novcls
is now available, ir Britain, .in an incxpensive format.

Frankly I found parts of the book disappointing in so far as
the plot was concerned. I am sn admirer of Aldiss's short stories
and I know that hils work is steadlly improving but there were
faulte in NOFN-3TOF which nizgled me. Character motivation is
sometimes poorly conceived ( I showld have liked to have known why
one member of a certain expedltion, being what he was;, Jjoined it
when he did) and, although the story is riech in ideas, many of
them have not been cxploited to tnelr full extent. The ccntral
theme is excellent and often exeiting; there arce several twiste to
tlie plot which arc uncxzpcetad,

The central character, Roy Cemplain, is interesting, but
early descriptionz of him promisc morc than ig forthcoming. He is
faced with many ciotional and mcntal shocks in the course of the
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story - but the reader is left almost unavars of these shocks; he

does not experience the liapact which Aldiss says Complain experiences.
It ig as if Aldiss was rather uncertain of his character and

skated round the difficult and delicate businsss of describing, in
detail, the character’s ewmotions. Obviously, if handled the

wrong way, this could result in heavily overwriting, but as it is

the scenes arc often underwritten and written with little convict-
ion, as ir the author didn’t really believe that Complain could

exigt at all,

48 a novel the book does not whelly succeed - ag & stimulating
investigation of ¢ degencratc, bewildered soclicety and it's causes
it succcceds very well., It is good sgciconec Tiction and it is worth
turning a blind eyc to it's flaweg ce & novel in order to cnjoy it
for itfs idcas: It is ¢ tragedy - or wias planncd as such - but it
i a pity that, ot tho tinc thebt it was written, The acuthor was
scomingly incapaoble of conmmunicating tiunis tremendous scnsc of
tragody to the rcadcr.

There is a hint here of the rhythnie, semi-poetic style which
constitutes much of the anngal of A4Aldiss®s current work - a style
which he is Tast wnerfecting, irimitably and with distinction.
Careful use of alliterstiocn, vowel-rhymes and vwiord-rhymes show that
he is, stylistically, maturing rapidly cud hasn't stopned at IFOM-
STOP. When 1t wag first nublished this book was admired ~ but it
cannot compare well with the current work of this exciting writer.

I"ichael Iloorcock,

SIEE 228D CEFTURY: by John Christopher. Tanther pb 2/64
an -aanthology of gtories originally published by Grayson & Grayson 195
This collection of stories by John Christcpher is that rars
tiing in gf, the book you can confidentally gzive to tihat friend of
yours who has never becen ablc to understand 'what you see in sf’.
For all those that bigotedly rcfusc to adnit that sf can be liter-
aturc, this is the nerfcect rotort.
The only fault, if it is a fault, witli Christopher’s writing,
is that it is-dene aliost too well.  One is caughit by the quiset,
almost casual, conversational touch, and seduced into a state of
utter convictlion go deltly that one nasgses from the real to the
vnreal without being aware of any vpreak in the image. It is
smocthly done, without brasvura, dramatic-effect, verbal firewerks
or assault on the imegiiation. It loocks, ond reads, easy. This
is the art that conceals art, and is creftnanshin of a very subtle
order.
There are a round twenty stories, split into three soctions.
It would be pointless to pass an opinion as to whether this 1s ths
"begt? of Christopher, cs every one is ¢ gem of compsteant story-
telling., The Tirst Tfive dcel with that version of the twonty-
sceond century which giveg the book it's title, and which the
author inas hand-craftcd, with loving 4ctail, ag his very own. This
is the world in which nctioncl end nollticcl divisicns have booen
superscded by the big industrial mononclics, thc lLanagorial Socicty.
#o soc tiax Larkin, of Unitcd Chericals, dcaling witii such things
ag an anti-nachince 'Prophot', o sonticnt Treo, cnd o simple casc

of frustrated love,
The ceéntral scetion, Tirtecn sgtorics, orec of all kinds, from

21

4



the doings c¢i iir. kowbdsiook, the indla-rusber-mian, to a novel and
intriguing version of the Loch Iess nonster, with a wry look at an
tadvenced’ weapon, and a s»eculation es tc what might happen if
the human race suddenly beceme telemathic. Yhe final five ftales
have as a common thread the various ways in which Tan might strive
to turn awey from self-destructicn and vack o sanity. But such

a supmary cah give but a pale nint as to the treasure of pleasure
to be Tound hers.

There is no pin-pointing Christopher's stylse by some charact-
eristic, as with Bradbury's poetry. Sturgeon's verbal gynnascics,
or Arthur Clarke's scientific precision. In this writing, the
style 1sg the whole thing. The people are real, human, and under-
stood, the settings bouched 1n with meticulous precision. ‘here
mueh of modern sf reminds one of the crude brushstrokes and ‘*attackf
of a strip-cartcon, Christopher has all the true-to-lifce observat-
ion and detail of a Dutch interior. 4ad sc easy S0 read, too.

John T. Thillifent.

“CURE FOR DEATF™ by Vietor Valentine. Sidgwick and JTackson 15/-

In most bocks the publishers biurb can be considered as being
there to do little more than £ill up a blank nage. That is not
true in this case. lere, the publicher has decided to rniake the
reader antagonistic right from the stari..a’ lcast that's the
impression I got efter reading *...17 nust make one wonder how far
it is safe to allow our destinics to be controlled by scientists.
Lfter this, I realisced that anvthing I might 3ay about the book
would probably be bilasced. I honse this svate of alffasirs is not too
apnarcnt,

The plot, although nothing outstandiingly original, is handled
in a way ©that 1ls new to mc. It concerns g geicntiast, Dr. John
3lade. who, by using & “ncv roy' which inhibits ccll growth, dcvclops
a gcure for cancor, and Irom the basic tlhicory zained in perfccting
it, gocs on to discover a metiod of preventing dcath. The process
not only prevents death but also makes those whe undergo it
physiecally perfect, and ol snorious mentel capacity. The only
trouble 1g that the Repros:, asg the “new’ people are now known,
retain nothing whetgoever of their old zelves, and vnat includes
their even forgetting how ©to eat and drink. HNevertheless, old
people want to take the treatment, and evenitvally therc arc more
Repros than nomualg, or Criginals as They arc now known, so that
they take over goveraing the country, and meke it law that cvery-
body become Repros on reaching a given age. O0Only a small group,
led by Dr. Slade's daughter., arc allowed to live on the Tsle of
Wight as Originals, where they go about survivzing untll the
inevitablc disastor overtelice the Ropros allowing the Origlinals to
regain their zightful plecc in the Univoersc.

Cure-for: Jesth s g murlons mixivrc ot gerd ond bid. The
eriginal ide® ig alsoed ome, but o great deal of bhe HSE=nU3 i LF
the book is terribly written. It is cluttered with hackneyed
expressions, characters that are so gtylised they wouldn't be
allowed in-any decent children's comic, and scicnce that is none
to0 strong, as when the cancer cure is sald to be brought about
by the use of atomic radiation "..a startiingly Iresh angles of
tackling the problem., Adithough to be falr I must edmit that I'r.



Valentine seems to realise this weakness, and keens his sclence
to a minimur.

To take a look at the characters Tirst. Throughout the beginning
of the book the author develons his characters: Dr. John Slade,
big, athletic, an Australian (like the author), a genius but
rnodest as hell. To show the type of man Tthat our hero isg, wo see
him demonstrating his process to a friend, he rolls up his sleeve
to show a wound 6* long and 27 decp, and when his friend comes up
with the brilliant statement that it riust have hurt 3lade replies
"I got used to it¥., Then we have Dr John's wife. All I can say
about her is that she is good enough to be a herolneAn a Disney
cartoon. We algo have g mother-in-law who calls traing fchoo-
choos! , and who has the temperament of an ostrichhs, In fact the
only person who 1s real is Slade’s young dauvghter, who spurts in
and out of the action of the story, and doesn't stand still long
enough for the auvthor to describe her.

Once Valentine has set the scenhe, and presented his characters
to us, he gets down to business and gives us sone very reasonable
writing. ¢ forgets about pcople and starts into some acvion, and
it is now that his characters show some sciiblancce of reality, the
further the story progregsces the more real they become, a clear
example of acticns speaking louder than words,

In fact there 1g a marked imvrovement in all departments as
the story progresses, situvatlons become more inaginative, and an
increase in pace makes Valentine much more fluent, as if he were
glad that now he was gettingz somewherc. This is not a great bool,
but it is worth reading, and most neoplc will find some 1ntorest in
it if they are not complctely dishcartencd by the drivel that
rmakes up the first third of thce boolk. Aafter rcading this novel it
madc me wonder how far it is safc to allow our destinics to he

controlled by politicians.
J.F. Patrizic.

YHELL'3 ABOVE U3» by Henry Ward, 3idgwick and Jackson 15/-
translated from the Trench by alan lleame.

The publishers have used their conyright ol “The Conguest of
3pace” to produce a very handsone dust-jacket, showing a space-
rocket in full Eonestell detall and colouy, wnich, unforturnatly,
dees not in the least regemble the far larger and moTe connlex
multi-stage vehicle described in the book. This jacket is presun-
ably meant to persuade the intending rcader that the¢ contents of
the book are science fiction, though this is nowhere explicitly
stated in the blurbh, whlch is as well, since this 1s simply an
international gpy thriller of the Dennis Wheatley tync with a Van
Vogtian "wheels within wheools® plot.

A British secret agent, investigating an attemnpt by the
Chinese government to purchase the detalls of & ncw and deadly
poison gas, discovers that there is a gilant Russo~Chinese rocket
bage in the Takla !'akan desert. Throuzh the services of a Chinese
“"double agent” he is able to get into this base, and out of it
again with his life.

e announces his discovery to the U.3, govermment, and is
informed that a U.3. robot satellite contoining advanced observat-
ion and communication eguipment, which was launched some time ago
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is gascd to transiiit back information,
while a Russo~Chinesc space-shin with & three man crew, also orbit-
ing l:ars has likewise ceasec to cormvnicate.

The U.3. robet satellite gsuddenly coies o life again (jusst
why is never made clear) and the Ariericans arrange for its very
versatile eguipment to relay bvack to them any signals enitted by
the 3oviet satellite. Later, faint signals from this vessol begin
to come througl as 1ts orew nenage Uo renaly their radio eguipment
after it's unsexrlained failure. The Americans then try to drive
the Soviet explorers insang, by bombarding thom with signals, act-
vally originating on Earth, bubt ostonsibly from o U.3. crow orbiv-
ing Iars, first raising their hopes of rescus as high as »nossible,
and then becoming incrceasingly gloomy and despaliring.

It ig then announced by the Joviet crew that either the
planev lars i1s itsell a living entity or slse the entire »nlanet ig
inhabited by a single gigantic living creature. Attenmnte by the
US3E and China to send a rescue expedition are tied in with the
Hungarian freedom rising and with the 3uez Campalgn, and the book
ends with the 3ino-3oviet rescusr aysterlously Glverted from its
course, and heading at an increasing speced for interstellar space,
while the lartian cntity begins to exporiiocnt with YTrangalnha
Radiation' which 1s capableo of exterminating all life on Zarth.
4As a quick moving action thriller this book is at the top of
its clags, and T greatly enjoyed 1t as such, bub its ~science® ig
that of the death- and anti-gravity ray soap opera of the nineteen-
twenties. For examsle: in a dissertation on the Iartlan ‘fcanals®
the astronomer Lowell is consistently called Lovett, while on page
223 we are informed (shadss of Mewbon!) that llars, being fTarther
from the sun than the earth, wmoves fasgter in its orbit.

The characters asre cardboard types, Lhe nain interest being
the ingenuity of the ngychological pressurces thet are brought to
bear on the occupants of the Soviet gatellite in the endeavour to
send them “round the bend®, lilsprints are few, though therc secas
to be a word missing Trom the last senbtence on peage 134. Tho
translation rcads smoothly, and Alan Teawmwe is to be warnmly congrot-
ulated on what must have boecon o very trying assignsacnt.

artiur R, Jjcir,.

and is now orbivliag Lars, nas ¢

94 3TIR OF ECHOSE3Y Ly Richard Ifatheson. Corgi ob 2/6d4 (reprint)
Ag in all ''etheson's worlis, this one iz ot overly concerned
with plot gtructure, It is locse, formless and discursive, vet it
achieves a cracking pace and grip, an irmenss conviction. The
story is told in the firet person by Ton Yallace, an ordinary,
unspectacular man, happlly nerried, witll one child and his wife
expecting another. Tiigs neighboures, and his neighbourhood, are
alike commonplace., A vigit from his wife's brovher, Thillip, who
is a neychology major, and & light-hecarted experiment with hypnosis,
starts tihe whole thing off. Tom 1s hypnotisged, much to Lls own
surprisce: Then .. things begin to havpnen. Unnleasant things. The
hypnosis, sociehow, has triggcred off a lateut talent. e Tinds he
is telepathic, Right st tle ond of thc story, by accident, he
loses the odd talgnt as svddenly as he acquired it. The meat o
the in-between conce from the compelling rnortrayal of fear, pain,
bewilderment and fascination as Tom tries to deal with his unwanted,
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unwelcome gift. You pay dlsagree, as I 41d, with the Tlat assump-
tion that suddenly acquired telepathy would necessarily be a
horrible thing, but there can be no dispute that Ilatheson, here,
has pictured & very ordinary set of neople, Tully and warmly
humen, who are afraid. In this case the very formlessiness of the
writing conveys, strilkingly, the confusion and torment of the
afflicted man, ané his strugegle to rationalise something over
which he has no control, and Tor which he has very little under-
standing., It is immensely readaible, but not recommended for late
at night, alone. Not if you're the nervous type. It's as good as
that. John T, Phillifent.

"THE TIDE WENT OUTY by C.E. Maine. Corgi »b 2/56d.

The first thing to breed trouble in any situvation 1s mistrust:
This mistrust in the nass mind will olten degenerate inte violence,
vhich is contagious at the best of times. In certaln rares casges
however, trust can be equally as devastating for those ccncerned.
The "End of the World" for cuae.

In a case like this there 1s uswvally some controlling element,
be 1t business tycoons using their huge coabines in an efTort to
save tliern and theirs, intellectuals with brilliant selutions, or,
as in this story, a govermnent working to develop a haven and
placating the neoplo with btemporary medsurcs.

In such & story tne developient of the theme 1s more or less
standard. Cur auvthors gseem unanimouvs that sex and sadism will be
the foremost factors in a society gone wild with Tear, and this
makes me thinhk. The filsi censors allow only so rwueh of the two 3's
as visuval entertainment. Tlas 1t been lef't to the writers to satisly
what nust be a popular demand Tor stimulation through avbto-sugpest-
ion? 3uffice it to say that this bock contailne  its share.

The plot is handled in a light manner, but, as the blurb says,
"Eric lMaine makes tihe improbable become realityr. Therefore
certain passages can and do shock as the auvthor displays the type
of thought usually supnressed. For exannle, a bunch of sgoldiers
openly agree that any wounded woman who has Llundered into their
lines should be taken into the nearest bullding and raped. Tihe
effect of this, as you Tind yourself in mid sentence and the real-
isation of whet it means hits you, will denend on your taste for
dramatic im»act.

Tt ig through skilful vee of words In this manner that the
author does create his effgcty, and, in a plot where the hero is
one of the government selected hero's who has his share of events
peculiar but still manages to niss out on the final evacuation and
has to create his own, thers 1is plenty to entertain the reader 1n

a manner befitting the author's reputation.
Tor Heatley.

A1l the books revisewed herc will be svailable from the library.
The address is Basement, 130 London Road, Chelvenhain, Glos.

If you want to buy them, or any other sf (hocks or nagazines},
contact Fantast (lMedway) Ltd., 75 MNorrfolk Street, Wishech, Cambs.
They issue ligts at intervals of second-hand books and nagazines
in the sf and fantasy field,

C
25



Unless otherwise stated Uhe publications reviewed here ars
duplicated.

ESPRIY, Daphne Buckmaster, 8 Buchanan Sirest, Kirkcudbright,
Scotland. Available for comment, contribution, or 1/3d per issue.
Hos. 1 and 2 o hard.

ESPRIT ig an interesting derarture Lrom the noraal run of
fanzines, it is intended ©¢ be comnletely serious in content and
to cover as wide a range of suljcctias pomssibie. In these two
issues it ranges from science Ticolorn and Tandom o education and
history, from the Tstatus szekers’ and advertising bo the Tringes
of religion. Iv has a new departurs as far as 1ts letter column
is concerned as well - comnents are printed under subject headings
instead of printing complete letters. it certainly helps you to
follow the arguments. If you like o think about any and every-
thing then you will f£ind plenvy Jor you in E3VRIT, try it and see.
ELDRITCH DREAM WEST, Feter llansTield, 14 Whiteford Road, Slough,
Bucks. Priced at 1/~ ver copr in UK and 20¢ in US.

DREAM JUEST has been zalled hhe British AMRA and while AMRA
has the edge zs far as reproduction goes, it being photolith, the
material is fast coming up to ite gtandard. Ilost of the present
issue 1s centrsd on tie Tellkien LORD OF THR RITGS saga. If you
are interested in heroic Tantasy it will be well worth your while
to gend for & copy Lo see 1T you 1llke 1t
SPECULATIVE REVIEY, Dick FEney, 417 Fort Hunt Bnad, Alsexandria,
Va,, U.S.A. British agent Archie Mercer, 43.:/4 Newark Road, North
Hykeham, Lincoln. Priced at 25¢ or 2/- {or'3 igsues.

SPECULATIVE ReVIEY concentreases neinly, at the moment, on
magazine reviecws with come book revicws Lhrown in. Therc is the
beginnings of a letter colunuyl, zomewhait on thoe lines of that in
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ESPRIT, but whether or not it will exwand is itselfl a matter for
speculation. If wyou don't get to read all the U3 magazines hut
would like to know what 1s in them so that you could get a part-
lcular issue if it ccntains something you would like to read then
SFECULATIVE RiVIEW is what vou need.

NEW FRONTIEZERS, Ilform Metcalf, c¢/o Terra House, P.0. Box 336,
Berkeley 1, California. British sgent Jim Groves, 29 Lathom Road,
East Ham, London, E.6. Priced at 504 or $1.00 for 4 in US and
Canada, 2/- or 7/- for 4 in UK. Photolith.

Issve no. 3 to hand.

NEW FRCITTIERS covers science fiction and relsted material in
its pages. For ilnstance this issue has an article by Damon Knight
on what good and bad science fiction are, Another by Derleth on
the Arkham House putlishing venture, and a rathsr tongue in cheek
piece on Sherlock Holmes and science fiction by Anthony Boucher,
Fo round the issue off there are reviews of lanzines, books and
(ilms, and a very good letter colunn. he front and back covers
are by George Barr and they are good. NE! FROIUTIERS is well
vorth getting. ' '

PdikA, George Scithers, Box 9006, Rosslyn, Arlinglon 9, Virginia,
J.S.A. British agent Alan Dodd, 77 Stanstead Road, Hoddesdon,
ferts. Pricod at 20¢ or $1.00 for 5 in US and 1/94 or 7/~ for 5.
“hotolith,

AMRA i1s well worth getting for its artwork alone., Wowever
;he text is just as good., In the issues to hand (12 and 13) there
.5 for instance an article by TFritz Leiber on a game based on
1is Gray Mouser and Fafhrd storieg, Then there's Anthony Boucher
»n the Superman/Clark Kent syndrome, tracing it back trying to
‘ind when it was that an author Tirst declded that man to were-
101lf was not the only vogsible transformation. There's another
\rticle on AlMRAs main theme, Howard's Conan stories, this time on
.ne ocean trade of Hyboria. To t0pfbff George Barr contributes
hat looks like the start of & series of Tull »nage illustrations
‘Tom the Conan stories.

"T1Li REVIEJS (cont.)
As Werner Von Braun'sg life-~story?
I'm afraid it didn't convince me,

e
-

George Locke.
TE FALL OF TilE HCUSE OF USKHER. Starring Vincent Price, ifark
lamon and Myrna Fahey.

This film is a musgt Tor all weird Tans. In my opinion it's
he spookiest movie since "llacabre®. And then some.

It is of course the story of the lunatic brother who entombs
is sister alive. In true E.&4: Poe style, there are creaking
.oors, shrieks from the wvaults, grcaning coffin lids, and all in
olour and Cinemascope, Vincent Price portrays the brother very
'ell while iLiyrna Fahey nlays a very desirable sister (or at least
o lark Damon thinks).

Apart from patches of corny dialogue, it 1= a first class
pook show, with vtrilliant phobtegraphy and directing,

Certainly not for family viewing (it has bheen given an "X
ert.}, it will I'm sure appeal to the ghouls anongst us.

Patrick Kearney.
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IIAGAZINE
NEW WORIDS. IFQEE\/‘EE\A/SS

EDITORIAL -~ "MISSING LINKS". John Carnell has slanted this for
the new readers of the magazine on the other side of the Atlantic
(and may there be many of ‘em!) and includes some interesting
details of sf distribution {(or maldistribution) in the U.S.
TER APPRENTICE by Janes White. Adventures and misadventures of a
Centaur~type humanoid pitchforked into a job in a large department
store on Earth. Good, inventive, and anuesing, to the point of
being almost uproaricusly funny in places. -1 wish he'd be equally
uninhibited in his "Sector General”™ stories, good as they are.
A minus,

THE EXPOSING EYE by Colin Kapp. 4 pregs renorter speclalising in
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“candid camera’ photos 1s called in to find a sny camera that has
taken some even more candid ones of a proainent politicel Tigure.
Run-or-the-mill whodunit, with & most unethical ending.
Call it C ninus.
IMORIES sRa LTORTANT by 2.0. Tubb. There have been many tales
on, memory obliterating drugs, but this ig a brand new one(I think!)
Wifthout memory you'd gaily embark on a course of actlon without
worrying whether 1t was impossible or not; yveou wouldn't remember
whether it was or no. And that could start somsething! Right at
the end we find that this_ is one of Tubb's better "atmogpnericH
tales., A minus.
TED RED DOLTIHCES by w.T. ./ebbs. This is another ‘.ire we someone'’s
property?’ yarn, but I've never rfound gultec this version of it
before, though I fsel sure I've read its pretty close narallel
somewhere, And tue villain meets & very sticky end. Bub why
Tlamphrey” instead of the nore usual “lanprey» 7
D ninvs.
THE VOICES OF TIIE by JT.%. Ballard., Unless you're prepared %o
think hard, you won't care for this one, but 1t pays, after youlve
finished 1t, to sit down and think hard - what you'll find at the
end is illuminating, but deuced deflating to the ego! T wonder
whether Ballard had read A.0. Clarke’s “wWhere's Everybody” before
he started To write this very curious plece.
I'd give it B, but some of you may pubt it 2 minus.
Fon-Fiction.
GUEST EDITOKILL by Sam l'oskowitz, This was intended as an editor-
igl to the first number of KE! JORLD3 to appear in the U.Z2., buk,
for unknown reasoins, was Tirmly s»niked. vite a fair short suvrvey
it British st.
AFYONE AT HOVET by Kenneth Johns, 2uite a good survey of the like-
lihood of other c¢ivilizations within reasonable comnunicetion reach
in our galaxy. L'd lilze to see thelr probability mathematics in
more daetail, though. E.
ECOIT ReVIEV3. Good as always - this ls & Teature of which we see
too little,
Cover by JARR., Vivid presentation of long-service, much-baittered
space Ireighter in full blast. Problem, is it or 1lsn't 1t remote=-
controlled? Bl
I'o, 100.
EDITORIAL by Zric Frank Ruseell. Crouchy but amusing, containing
g truth that all sf readers and autiors night well remenber: a
story does not consist of what the autihor puts into it, but of what
the reader gevs oub of 1!
JITTING JUCK by Williem . Temple. &x3T had a story witlh this title
and the samne basic idea, that a swace station is a sitting duck
target for a guided missile. Temnple talkes it from a very different
angle indeed. If you dislike tie ending - well what are you doing

to make 1t less likely? B
TR GLASS 07 TARGO by Colin Keapp. & new compound of g»y-stery and
whodunit, with a really ingenious twist ending, thoush I Leel that

the secret of the composition of the glass viould have been found
out sooner in rcal 1ifo. A minus.
TEE ELTTINESS OF STWCE by John Uyndham. Souc people think the
last two of the “Troon® stories9weron‘t un to the level of the
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first two - this one ig certaiiiy up to their level; indeed Ifm not

sure that its not the best of the lot. A
UNFINISHED SY’PHCYY by John Eynam. & very curilous compound; ghost
story or time travel? DBut fantasy, not sf. B minus.

OLD ELROREDTE by Brian V. Aldiss. an after-the-end-of-mankind
story, and better than mosgst; I Think ke myust have been re-reading
Stavpledon. recently, and the tale is the better for it. It manages
to have the same nostalgic beauly as ~.C. Clarke's TRANIILICE or
his own OUR KII'D CF FIOUIEDGE. A winus.

FREBROGATIVE by John Brunner. 4and here is the first disappeintment
I've had from Brunner. The sclence is excellent, but I den't see
people acting like this nowdays; and, under prescnt-day law, the
coroner wouldn't.have nceded to sit with a Jjury, anyhow. &0
GREATER TEAly IEFINITY by E.C. Tubb. We've had this one geveral
times berore - the space siniln that goes ofY course for no apparent
reagon, so that ite crew may be put Shrough a test examination by
some et super-intelligence. But its well done, though the conclud-
ing intended dilemma is actually a howler in elementary theology.

C plus.

COUNTERCHaRI. by James 'Jhite. Dr. Conway, inow a senior physician,
has, as such, to take and retain an educator tape for a long period
while he instructs a teanm of et surgeons in a new surgical tech-
nigue. But the tape has given him not only the knowledge but also
the aesthelic appreciation of the et specialist who recorded it,

with distinctly embarraszsing resclis. B.

Non-Tiction,

PROFILE of John Carnell{long ovecrauc) with a most scver€ looking
portrait.

Tk SCIEMCE FICTION ETIIC by Jonnm Rackham., As one would cXpect
from him, this article 1s full of necab, well argucd, and violently
controversial.,
FILiT REVIEW, Arthur 3ellings reviews IT,G.I'."s "The Time lMachine®
more mercifully than nost of the critics I've read nitherto.
Cover by LEJIS. EResearch space satellite over Mew York, good but
not outstanding. B ninus.
Well, Carnell has left himseli a standard %o live up to, hasn't
he? Thank you, John, “for benefits received® for fifteen years.
No. 101,

TRI~L RUK by John Rackham. This is another find-the-weapon-to-
stop-the-et~invasion story., There are some slips in its science,
but the action is exciting, 2ll its chsracters come to life, and
the baslc idea ~ that a fresh mind will see points that are missed
by better brains living too close Lo the problem - ig sound. B.
THE ERLL OF TTEICOIA by Colin Kawnp. & story with a double-~twist
ending in which an elsctronic brain-washing machine 1s used to
perpetuate a wost unpleasant social gystem. An unvleasant butb
ingenious picture. B minus.
REA3S0N by Robert J. Tilley. This is, I thipk, & new variation upon
the take-over of the Barth by psychical invasion, under a well-
devised psychological camouflaze. Unfortunately the author's
powers of writing are not up to bringing it ccavineingly to life,

A Tor the idea but C for 1ts carryiag-oub,
WHEN Ik DOUBT by Larry iladdock. Tie third of the '"Webley® stories,
with a study of the possibllities of multi-sexuval reproduction that
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is nearly hileriously funny. Let's hope that Carnell socn regains
touvech with the suthor. D minus.

GREENIE GUNIER by Fenneth Bulmer. This is simply the new ~chur-
makes-good tale we have heard recounted about many RAF bonber
Crews trancfered L0 hyoersnace drive. ne avthor of BEYOUJ T
STLVER SKY can do so immeasurably better than this level of nerc
slick competencg that it amcunts to a disappointment. C.
MNon-Fiction,

TIiE & DR, 1:G33BLUER by Kenpncth Johas. How synthetic radioactives
have been uscd to give the nost accuratc experimcntal confirmation
yet of the relativity time-distorticn offcct. A good and clear
account of a theorotical conccption, A,

BCOK REVIEW3 -~ this time Dy Carnell ss well as Flood., Detaills of
two good new antholow1es, and of a most remarkable publication
which Sidgwick and Jaclkson have been careful FOT to label ag sf -~
and it isn't, either!

EDITORIAL - GaTDGll gives himgelf a pat on the back for securing

a brand-new serial by Sturgecn. TIf it's Sturgeon at his best he'll
deserve it all { and may it bocsgt his U.3. sales}); if not, the
impact may always be transfered eighteen iaches lower down. lean-
while - see Psalm 40, verse l

Cover hy LEWI3 -~ Good, but not oubtstanding illustration to THE
BELL OF ETHICON4.

Arthur R. Weir.

SCIENCE FalTaSY,
No. Sdg
EEVOLD THI SILVER SKY by Henneth Bulmer. Unlike hieg former “Green
Pty dd Deatiny® underwater rovel, this novelette story reads
entirely convincingly, and, indeed, suggests that it rather took
hold of" its author. It is a ”ILpulﬂ and anpealing story, but
entirely maddening Lo the reader in that it leaves unexplained and
unconcluded even gore things than it tells us., Tt 1s set in an
underwater realn rveminiscent of Blish's “Surface Tension™ and the
mutated water-breathing human inhabltants are faced with a trinle
threat: the constant cxhausting war against another type ol sea-
creature, the Jammu; the incroacing incidence of mutatlion among
their children; and worst of all, the slow, incegsant dryiﬂw~up
of the seas in which they live, Jo arc never teld of the causc of
any of these, nor arce we overn told what the Zammu arce lile. This
gtory cerics Tor a scquel or clse re-working into a full length
novel. A minus,
STARDUST by Alan Lindsey., Thils, for once, is a poern, but, un-
fortunately, in a monotonous clank-foot netre, though with an
interesting rhyme~scheme. But the story has been often told before
and could have been better handled in »rose. Still, the effort
wag worth the making. ¢ plus,
THE LAST WORID OF iR, GODDARD by J.G. Ballaprd. This story of a
man who nlayed God to a small-town comaunity starts well, but
seems to finisk in the middle bhecause bthe author couvld not think
of any possible way to go on with it. I've read others like it,
some better, some worse. C.
BAPECTATICY by Richard Graham. 7This is tiie guestion of how far
heredity may or may not aflTect, not cur lives, but our deaihls -~
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and not necessarily natural deatils, either. Lleabt, with a lovely
uwnderstated twist punchline at the snd. B ninus,
Articles.
STUDIES II7 SCIENCE FICTIOW No.8, JULES VERNE by Sam Lioskowitz.
Thig is better than some of Moskowitz' essays in this geries have
recently been, though he seems only to be Tamiliar with Verne's
better known works, since such excellent, but less faniliar works
as "The Floating Island® or "The City of Zteel” are not mentioned.
After nine pages of Verne he loses interest and goes off on the
subject of some of his markedly lesser U.3. lmitators and the early
days of ATAZING 3STORIES for three pages nore. Call it € plus.
THE FIRST DECADE by Kenneth Johns. This 1s a survey and assessnent
of the first ten years of my own Tavourite magazine, SCIFEICE
FAﬂTﬁSY, which riehly deserves it, It is a pity that the jJoint
authors go oubt of their way to perpetuate the 'grim, tough, and
realistic® tradition about Ted Tublb, without calling attention to
the fact that not only has he coantributed nore stories to SCIENCE
FANTASY than any other single author (twenty-two in all) hut that
these include such delicate and "atmospheric® tales asTlE LAST DAY
OF SUlliER, A FIVE DAY FOR DYIUG, THE EELLS OF ACHEROI® and THE
WINDOW. Ted Tubb can write several kinds of ficvion. B minus
Cover by LEWIS: and for once its somebhing very like a masterpiece!l
What I described as his "green-grey purple-pink™ humans are exactly
in place in this subaqueocus scene, while the scene itsell has
obviously appealed to his sense of the dramatic. A.
No. 44 (Special "Weird-Story" Issue).
ALL Tl DEVILS IN HAELL by John Brunuer. Girl seolls her soul to the
powers of darkness for the glft of being able to attract any man
and to bring misfortune on anyone of whom she is jealous. Hackney-
ed theme, relieved by excellent character drawing among minor
figures, and an interesting account of "psychosomatic® illness.

B minus.
TE® BLACK CAT'S PAY by John Rackham. Unevenly-written black magilc
tale, rather of the style of Guy Boothby, tiae fantasist of the
garly 1900's. The stoinless and unbelievably bLeaubtliful “pure
vessel' heroine has been used too often to be credible! The title
ag 1% stands makes no ssnge, since there is nco cat in the story,
which is about a West Indian who ig used as @ tool by a master of
Black Magic., C plus.
TEE PAINTEE by T.b. 3wann. liow tie famouvs IV-~-th-century painter
of demons (see Tor instance his "Dives in Hell® in the National
Gallery) Hieronyrious Bosch, may have got his inspiration. Suffers
from the author's being unable to 1ake up his mind how far to be
archaic, and in what style ~ always a Ailflicult point in "historical¥®
tales. Otherviise good. i
STUDIES IIN SCIBNCE ®ICTIOI To. 9: I.P., IOVECRAFT by Sam lMosgkowitz.
For once the author has kept his account to o reasonabvle length
and refraired from divagating after side issucs. But it 1s not
enovgh for hinm that Lovecraft is one of the erecat masters of
fantagy, ranking with Machcn, Blackwood or Dunsany, and also the
author of probably the best “horror? sf story ever written - THE
COLOUR OUT OF SIiCE - and a half-dozen more minor sf masterpleces,
such as CO0L AIR. He nust algso asgert that Lovecraft was more a
writer of science fiction than of fantasy. Ilowever sincerely he
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may hold this opinion, 1t does not entitle him to be deliberately
dishonest in the presentation of his evidence, in such passages as,
for example:

“iyith the excision of a few incantations, THE DUIJICH HORROR,
which fundementally deals with the problems of the adjustment of
Wilbur Whateley, offspring of a creature from outer spacce who has
mated with an idiot human girl, becomcs scicnce fiction.®

This is nonsense, since the Dunwich Horror was evoked only by
the "incantations™ go cavallerly dismissed, and could only be
destroyed by them, after all “scientific" means had proved useless.,
The fundamental theme here 1s the lnvasion and conguest of Barth
by transdimensional forces cf evil. Wilbur Yhateley is killed two-
thirds of the way through the tale, and its maln climax and most
important action occur after hils death.

Moskowitz further tries ©o make his point by describing in
detall some of the stories whose contents are of sf ftype, whils
such magnificently "atnospherlic” Tantasy tales as THE CAT3 COF
ULTFAR or CELEPLAIS are merely named. A typical “slant® is that
the great 48,000 word OREAT WE3ST OF UMINQOWN KADATH, which was not
only one of Lovecraft's most magnificcnt fantasies, but which was
also the final conncetlng link between his several fantasy myth-
worlds, i1s not mentioned at all.

It 1s a Tair account of Tovecraft's life, and, with the above
distortions and cmissions a moderately good account of his work,
but Moskowitz has tried to present Loveeraft Trom 2 point of view
the falsity of which is shown by the final guotation from Lovecraflt's
own writing:

"Since marvel tales cannct be true to events...they must shift
towards...moods whereln the humen spirit boeks...qggggg_gggg the
galling tyranny of time space and ﬂdubrul lavig. ™ D minus
Cover by JARR. Not onc of his best. In the background MOLﬂtalnu,
in the middle distance a "City of Falxy Towers”. In the foreground
the magenta faced o-t entity whoss acqualntance we made on the
cover of No. 39 is inspecting a bicyclc -~ Hcaven knows what for!

4.R. Welr.
SCIENGE FIGTION ADVENTURES.
Mo 2ls o
Cover by J4RR. uite a good cever this, illustrating a planetary

landscape with ornate fauntasy-type bulldings.

ELRTH'S LONG SEalCW ty ¥en Bulmer. Thig is set iIn the far distant
future when EBarth is cut off{and Hresumed destroyed) from the regt
of the galaxy by the "Blight', an area completely depopulated of
stars. 1In this part of the galaxy Farth 1= just a legend. The
whole area 1ls divided intec a large number of federations all ready
and eager to fight, wlisre a traveller is judged by the size of his
home federation ard iz Treated accordingly. Into this setup comes
Dave Caradine, hiding under the name of ‘'John Carter', runaing
avay from his resvongibllities., How he firally reallses that there's
nowhere far enough to run, esnecially for a man accustomned to
leading and ruling an empire, and needced in that capacity, makes
an intpresting plece of space opera.

TRAISMAT by Lan Wright. The matter transmitter was the beat way
to move goods from star sgystem to star gystom, unfortunatly cvery



so often a consigniient would te transmitted but not received. This
was a drawback until someone spotted that it happened regularly,so
they made sure that that »narticular consignment was scmething
valueless, like steel bars. Then those consiginents started to
come back! & good humourous plece of writing.

No, 18.

Cover by LEWI3. & not very inspiring plece of work illustrating

the lead SUO“S

THE ILOKNELY PATH by John Ashton. This ig the story of a 'Findt

rnade by an expedition to Mars. Dotocted by the satellites around

Earth it was a Tower, threoc thousané feot hich (diameter unsnec-

ified) with later evidence that it exteunds as far dewn into the

rock as it towers above it, and tiat at the time of *terection'

only the top few Teet were above ground. There are niches every

so often up it, eacl cne an entrance openable only by intelligent

beings. A party of men senter and explore it, one disappears, ncets

the builders and learng the reascn for it. Thiz 1g a story on the

game theme ag Clarke's PYRAMID, but Tar botier. Highly recomnended.

TiE AZTEC PLAl by Fen Bulmer. Another episode in the triangular

war between Takkst, Shurilala and Earth. A coupetent pothoiler

this, with methodical, logical, and hence gtupld, Iintelligence

agents on their side and quick witted herogs on ours.

UEBRELLA IN Tim SKY by 2.0, Tubb. An interesting study of peonle

under stress, and an ingenious answer to a minor sclar Tlare.
J.A.G,

TrE RHPRINT MaGAZLLLS.

FANTASY &nD SCLENCS FICTION,
October 1960.
This issue of F&SF offers six storiecs which, on looking back,
did not live up. to thao GXUuCtaLIOHu derived Troi the line up on
the contents page. Lot that therc wers any really: bad stories, but
after nost of them I was loft with a scnse of lose - loss in that
I felt &hat the.auther did not get the nest out of a reascnable idea,
Take, for instancc, TEE GAITE OF FIVE by Gordon Dickson., Hers
was a story that I triecd vory hard to like. Thc basic plot wag,
a¢mittcdly, an old onc, but onc that's still got & lot of life in
it yet, Wo have Homo 3Saplens sctting up trode rolations on alicn
plancts. They hit 4 snag on onc. that they have reecntly come into
contact with (but naturally), and the chief hwian representative
on said planet gets help from ¥arth, Tt arrives in the form of a
standard type hero who proceeds to sort thinzs out. We also have
the usual dumb blonde, and a complete get of humanoid aliens. The
whole thing could have talien place in Outer ilongolia for all the
originality it had, and would probably heve made a better story if
it hed. Hack work, Ir Jlok“on, and it could have been such a

T Omp .

1 had very similar reactlons to TFE CGILi3FRIKES by Charles
Finney. The author moralises a bit in telling us what may happen
when you crose a Gila monster with a shrike, tut Tive puges was
mueh toc shert to deo other than barely state a number of incidents.
An obvious ending puls the seal on thiz one,

To prighten things up a kit we have Will ‘orthington's
PIENITUDE. Thlis was a ©irst class example of how a short story
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Earth.it

should be written. The story tells of an episode in the life of a
family wilo have rebelled against the ultimate in home entertain-
ment. Worthington makes his chsraclters into real people ag he
gives us his idea of what this wltinate will be, and 1ts effects
on the lives of those who go along with it, and those who dontt.
My only coamplaint is that this wasn't a full length novel.

Miriam Allen de Ford dsveloned guite a good little horror story

in TEE 0NSTER. Unfortunately, the esnding wasn't all it could
have been and left e with a vague uncasincss instead o the statc
of shock that I cxpect from my horror storics.

The nost that can be said for Foward Fast's TEI MARTIAN JHOFR3
was that 1t presented an original reason for having world peace,
and an original girnmick te¢ get it. The writing was adequate, the
characterisation virtually nil, and the plausibility won't stand
ituch scrutinising, anart from this it wasn't too tad.

This month's lead sztory is ThE GOLDEN BUGS by Cliff Simak.

In thig we are tcld of the turn of events when a house is taken
over by alien insects. Sinak virites well, as uvsual, develops the
nlot smoothly, and rounds the thing off logically. However a

great deal of the effect was lost, for me, by the characters unreal
reactions to some 0d4d incidents; eg they comg down in the middle of
the night to £ind the refri gerator on the living voom carpet, but
all the woman thinks about is that her carpet will be ruined,

Apart from this it's worth resding as long as you don't expect
Simak at.his best.

Fovember.

There are eigiht stories this time, and asg a: added attraction
FiSF have departed from thelr usval policy and given us some good
heading illustrationsg, not many but enough to male it interesting.

This issue starts ofl with Stephen Barr's O0H, I'LL TAKE THB
OIGH RO4D. It is the story of a mathematician whco develops a
theory that will iake space-ships obgsolete, as all that is necesszs-
ary is that you look at a diagram, aad if you understand it you're
on arother planet. O couvrse you don't know where, but you're
there anyway. Our hero and his truve love attennt to prove his
theory and this lends hin in parts unknown, with no sight of the
girl. He starts locking for her and we are given a sickening .
account of his emotionasl agony, until he Tinds his true love.
After starting quite well this piece gets into & well-worn rut ard
grinds along %o a very obvious conclusion., I don'™t suppoge I'll
ever know why this wasu't published in some woman's weekly, but T
wish it had been. .

THLE BURNILG by Theodore Cogswell is very different. It is
not so much a story as an eplsode concerning some future, grue-
gome matriarchy, in which on certain days someone is burned alive,
for sorie vnspecified reason. This story tellg of one particular
purning and how the story teller got out from under. Here we have
five pages in which every word counts.

In TELIGS Zenna Henderson gives us the old plot of Earthmen
bringing death and destruction wherever they go, no natter what
their intentions. Thie story has nrothing to commend it,

We have aliens agaln,.irn Avyam Davidgon's FAIR TRADE, but
this tine they are vigiting us. They have stopped at a homely
little place where they are not treatsd as aliens usvally are, but

25



are invited to the annval moonshine-drinrking sessicn. Even though
they don't know the language they still nanage to have theuselvesg

a ball, so when they leave the next morning they give thelr host

a run-on-anything whiskey-still in order to siow thelr appreciat-
ion. The gimmick in this one is that they talie away with them sonme
article which is never actually divulged, although a great deal

of implication is used to let us kmow what it is. I'm sorry to

say that, although this was never in any way a grsat stery, it

was a pleasant little offort gpoiled by this unnecessary gimmick.

AHoZ4o Carr gives us a quietly satirical piece concerning
passing the buck, in IT I3 10T LY FiULT.  We have God, angry at
the sight of a man dying in great misery, sending one or His
angels down to find out which pergon was the cause of it, in order
to bring down a fearful punishment on hir.,, Sandolphon, tle angel,
arrives on EBarth and proceeds to accuse pecple, left, right, and
centre, ranging Trom a policeman to a widow who tries to scduce him.
However, being a reasonable sort of angel he gives them all a
chance to explain, and they all convince him $that they really had
nothing to do with it. He deces eventually find the culprit, and
in dolng so provides us with & very worth-while little story.

Miriam &llen deFord adopbts an unusual style in writing ALL TN
GOOD TLE. Ve hear the plot related to us during a lecture in a
Law school, but we only hear what the lecturer says, and have got
to infer the questions asked by his students, by the answsrs he
gives to them, and also the answers to the qguestions he asks then.
The story 1s concerned, in this roundabout way, with the case of
a man being sued for higamy, as his wife resents his going ofT into
the past and marrying someone there., The idea is guite clever, but
I found thisg particular method of writing a bit distracting, al-
though on looking at 1t again, the plet was too thin to support
an attempt at writing this straight.

Top billing this month goes ©vo Wilson Tucker with 70 TEER
TOMBAUCGH STATICM. The action of the story 1is set, for the most
part, in a space ship on a run from Earth to the Tombaugh station,
which 1s an observatory on Pluto. The owner oif the ship is susp-
ected of murdering his partner Tor the insurance, so Interworld
Insurance Co. fix it that Kate Bristol 1s the only passenger on
the ghip. ZIt's her job to Tind out whether he did it or not.

While unfolding the plot Tucker manages, as usual, to include the
nancs of some sf fans, and this gives added interest to those people
who understand the referencesz, bult even for those who don't the
story rmoves along pretty well, Tuclier has told us elsewhere that
the version to appear in F&ST was drastically cub from the version
that he originally wrote., Unfortunately this fact shows through
to quite an extent, giving the efrfect that TO TEE TCIHBAUGE STATION
always proiises to be a really great story, bul never guite makes
it. That's not to say that it is bad, it isn't, 1it's jugt that

it never becomes as good as you feel it should. Iet's hope he
publishes TO TELE TCIBAUGH STATIOW in Tull -~ here's one who will

buy it.
Joe "Patrizioc.



FANZINE REFRINT.

by PAUL ENEVER.

(from HOW No,. 5)

We watched this ant spellbound., At the door he had picked
up a tiny scrap of some antish delicacy and was carrying it deter-
minedly homeward. TFor the first six feet or so hig intelligence
was never called into account. After that, however, he came onto
some rough unswepdt concrete and it was then that things got
interesting.

I said that 1t was a tiny scrap of food, but I was thinking
in human terms. Antwise it was a whole beefl carcase, bigger and
at least twice hesavier than Ant himself. 83till, he had a good
grip on it - presumably with his mandibles, though he was never
$till long enough for us to determine - and, whenever The way was
clear he went rapidly ahead. But, ag I have said, there were
obstacles to be overcome; pebbles and dead leaves and odd stalks
of grass which would have been boulders and tree trunks to human

beings.
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Sorme he detoured. What decided him we could not tell, Why
he should go round one small stone and over the next exactly
similar one is a matter for ant psycholeogists to argue about. It
seemed obvious that he was not following some mysteriously laid
trail, because at least a gscore of other ants crossed and recross-
ed it ahead of him, and that would have confused even a full-
blooded bloodhound.

vevertheless he did not falter. Although he tacked a bit
every now and then his general direction never varied and we wers
fascinated by his porterage technique. 3ometimes he would come
to & square-faced pebble which meant a vertical climb. Standing
erect, he was in danger of being toppled over hy his burden -
indeed he was the first time - but he socn learned. He went up
backward and pulled his booty up after hinm.

It took him eight minutes to cross the concrete and we imag-
ined that the edge of a small flower border was hLis objective. It
wasn't. He got over the raised edge, 2 climb of at least three
inches, and 4id not even stop to survey the terrain ahead. Perhans
he was afraid to. Terhaps even his indecmitable anthood would have
blenched if he had known exactly what wac before him.

I'd just hoed that border, which made it, antishly speaking,
a bulldczed jungle. The earth was torn and tormented into huge
gullies and hills, tree-trunks (alias weed roots) lay piled in
wild confusion and such rare patches of soll as were clear were so
loose and friable they rnust have resembled the rockier sections

of Brighton besach.

Ant was not wnrried for one minute., Off he went in a twist-
ing, devious course, now rearing up on his end over & sand grain,
now plunging head first into some yawning chasm, and all the tine
his carcase of beel waved and twitched triumn»hantly before him,
True, he covered three tines the distance he need have done. Fe
zigzagged when he could have gone straight and struggled to go
under where it would have been simple to go round, but he kept
going.
We were so fascinsted that we lost count of time. I got
lunbago from squatting so long, but he was half-way across the
border and I just couldn't leave him. Sometimes we lost sight of
him - he was a black ant on black soll - but always spotted his
burden easily ehough. It apneared to be trevelling of iteelf, in
a series of fiendish Jerks and twitches.

Maybe a hundred cther ants were scurrying around hinm, all

seemingly unaware of his existence. Not one of them oflfered to
lend a mandible - if, indeed, he would have accepted., I somehow
knew he was too independent. However, their presence argued that
the nest was neerby and we deduced that it lay beneath a large niece
of rockwork at the end of the border. But now, a mnere yard from
his goal, Ant almest gave up. It was my fault really, though T
meant well.

4 part-buried stone had him temporarily heornswoggled. He
tried burrowing and rejected that. A4 concavity in the face of
the stone preventsed him from employing his upside-down technique
and then, to crown it, his beef carcase had gone and got itselr
wedged between two crumbs of soil., I could almost hear him cursing.
At last, with a furlous wrench he freed his booty and had another
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go at surmounting the stone.

It was,too much for ne. Eager to help, I reached down and
plucked the pebble out of hisg way, Now I ask you, what would
Hilary have done if God had reached down and whipped lMount Everest
away just as he was about to climb it?

sant did nothing. He froze. Le just couldn't believe whatever
senses had informed him that the stone was gone. TPerhaps he
imagined that 1t was about to fall back on him, and was crouching
with metaphorical hands over hypothetical ears, walting for the
crash.
A Tull minute he waited. Then his courage reasserted itself,
he lifted his burden again(for he had never let go of it, only
lain flat with it held before him like 2 dog grarding a very
dinosaur of a bone) and shot through the gap lefrt by the vanished
pebble. e reached the rockworlk without Turther mishap and dils-
appeared into a crevice at 1its foot.

In human terms he had carried a carcase of beel just half-a-
mnile over the sort of country we find only in the Fell district.
Watching him, T was as exhauswved as if T had done it...... A4nd
incidentally, Lord lnowis how much Turther he really went. I moved
that pilece of rock an hour later and there was no sign of an ant-
nest bolow 1t it was just an underground route to hiist.

A e A P T T R D T P P
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TEE LEGKOWE  continued.

injectiocn of fresh blood will always tend to revive an ingrown
organism. If they kiclzed Gold out of Galaxy, nothing but good
could accrus., Fu3F ghould lock to 1ts future with at least an eys
to reoonsideving tlie true worth of Robert 1"ills.

There is a perfect exaimple if tne efficacy of this ruthless
method of dealing with the problem: Anazing.

Yes, the same fmazing which Tirst polanted out the dangers of
speciglised magazines. The same amazing which went down the drain
tragically at least twice - with Gernsback and with Ray Palmer and
Richard 5. Bhaver. The seaite anazing which, until 1959, was the
most appalling purveyor of crud that you could inmagine. The
Amazing whlch threw out Taul Fairman, and brought in a face fresh
to all of us -~ Cele Goldsmith. Goldsnith, who is currently prov-
iding some of the besglt and varisd fantasy and science fiction on

the narket,

4 Taint glimmer o hope -~ a slender straw -~ but let us all
¢cling to it.
e A 1= T NP G 2] S LR R MR Al T h A S Lo &% SR

TEOIAS continued.
rotating sphere wiiich was situated on the top of the humped shape,
The facade of the "Crown and Anchior® dissolved 1n a cloud of fine

debris.
Thoras paused, but moved on as a small door slide open in the

side of the machine. & vague shape glided forth and confronted

5007 Thomas.
"Good morning, uncle,? purred poor Thomas, “Why 1s it that

you are four mnilliyears searly?”
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Laphne Buckmaster, S Bpghgnaa _otreet, Kirkeudbright, Jcotland,

Regarding covers, it always seems to me that an official
organ should have & plain cover or at least a very sinmple one.

That rocket onh Fo. 9. would have looked striking if it hadn't-had
that muddly background behind it. A8 for the cover of Io. 8., it
looks like a meaningless doodle -~ Atom's better when he sticks to
carbtoons and BIE'-huwncur, You imnly somewhexre ilnside tiie magazine
that you're finding it difficult to get artwork for the cover;

why not, then, get a good desigin and stick to it? That rocket, Tor
instance, would do as a perilanent symbol. It wouvld also save a

lot of work.

I have one serious criticism to make and that came to me
almnost as soon as [ started reading the two latest ilssues of
VECTOR. 1n both there are apologies for lateness of publication,
of both the 00 and the liewsietter. The reasons given (by Ella)
are that the officlals are only doing 1t as a spare time job, that
they have lots of nrivate correspondence ©to atvend to and that
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they have family comriitments and social engagements to deal with,
Wow I submit that this is not the right attituvde. If anyone takes
on an official job for any organisation, it i1s thelr duty to the
members to put that job before their own private circumstances
{(with the exception of illness, of course). There is nothing
wrong with an ordinary Tanzine beinzg latc because the editor
vsually does not promisc his readers a regular schedule and they
don't expect one.. But the members of the B3TA have pald their dues
and are cntitled to a regular 00. This apnlies egpocially to those
sf readors, not belonging to fandom and living in rcmote places,
to whom the grrival of B3¥a literature nust bring a great dcal of
nleoasura, e

A more aporopriate reason for having a regular schedule, and

AT

one I should have.put first, is that if tue B3IFA wishes, as it
states, to influence responsible people in the professional sf
world, then it won't be listened to unless it first shows that it

is a responsible body itself., What if a meeting with publishers

or editors were arranged and then one ol the officials failed to-
turn up on the grounds that he/she “had a houseful of fans who had
to be shown some hospitality® (as on p.7. V.%.). If a person has
these other responsibllities then they have no business taking

on an office. TUnless that 1s they are nrepared to arrange these
other things to leave time Tor their duties.

There is another thing that gives a rather irresponsible air
to the mapazine and that is the Intensely personal atmospnere about
it. I notice that all concerned with VECTCR have an lmplicit
attitude that it is on a higher lovel than a merc fanzine and yet
there is a great deal of montioning of names prosent at social
satherings, private arnouncements such as marriage cngagements, etc.
T am hot saying that there is anything wrong with this - I am sure
many readers enjoy it - I merely suggoest that this puts VECTOR on
the level of the ordinary fanzine.

The main o»roblem zesms to be the fact that you (the officials)”
are trying to cater for two separabte and differing bodles of people,
fans and non-fans, I would suggest, with all moedesty, that you
cannot do botlh in one magazine. By taking up svace nentioning all
the naimes who've visited London in the last quarter, you will be
alienating the gerious sf reader who 1s only interested in reviews
of books and sf discussions. On the other hand, the nore fannish
types will fecl that the sf part is dull. This still lcaves you,
of course, with the "In-botweens’, but I cannot feel that a society
which is trying tec advance 1n two onposite directions at once has
a very promising Tvture. Especialiy as the cditors and publishers
inh the professional sf {field have never made any secret of the fact
that they do not want or need any contact with Ians, as such, It
is my beliei, therclfore, that you wili cither have to decide that
you are golng to be a reputable organisation to cncoursge a
serious and impersonal Ilnterest in the sf ficld or that you arc an
organisation for recruiting sf readers into the ranks of fandome.
and 1T you want to do the first, you will nocd a more formal
attitude if you want to be taken seriously; Tor instance the use
of the officials' Christian namcs, and coven nicknames, in print,
docs not look very rcesponsiblc.

I'm sorry iT this letter scomg to have been full of harsh
criticism and I hopc rou will taff 1t as being quite lupersonal.



I have no criticism of the s¥ artvicles aud the discussionrs in whe
letter columng which are all of good quality. It is merely the
overall attitude vhich I feel needs taking a good look at.

*(* No offence taken naturally, but you'ive raised some very
interesting points. &all that you've said would be true if the B3ra
was, or could be, a professional orpganisation. Dut 1t isn't and
can't be go. The raeasson 1s that the II3FA was intended to bring
together sf fans (using that term in its generally accepted sense)
and being an sf fan is a hobby not a profcecssion. The B3FA is
therefore a hobby organisation anrd strictly amateur. Tn a pro-
fessional organisation the official posts arc illed by full tine
workers who can give adogquate time to the work. In an amateur
organisation however all the work 1s done by volyntecrs in theirx
sparc timc. The only people likely to volunteor for B37. posts
are Tans, since they have the contacts and the experieince and so
fandon will always have & sizable Tootheold In the organisation.

I'd 1likc %o sce some of the roader meinbers taking o more active
part but I°*1ll Lo vory suvriscd if they do. I don't think that
anything we do will affcet the profcssionals much bub its worth
trying. I like editing VESTOX, but not te the cxtent that I'd
gubordinate cverything clge to ig, ™)™

Ken Slater, 75 Norfollk Strcet, isbech, Canbs,

Thanks for VEITOL €, to hand yesterday. 1 shouldrn't be writ-
ing you a letter of comilent -~ L never do - but ny schedule hag
been upset by a visit {unexpocted) of a B.0.C, rep complete with
tane recorder to do an iter Tfor the 1 F Iast Anglia -veekly
Yagazine”. e arrived at 2 ».il., and seid he’d like an item to
run about a minute and a half, qguestion and answer, about sf. ell,
I shouid have known what to exvect Trom the exnericence of watching
‘em at work at the Werla Con in londofe....it took an hour and a
half. The first try, after we'd sorted out some sultable guestions
and I'd more or lcss gob warncd up to sponbancovs angwers, was
fooled by the Tact that wic'd not locked the shop door, and the
warning bell rang in thc middle of things. The sccond try was
overlecadcd with ochoos from the nart of the room where T was sitt-
ing. The taird try...well.,.27d gotten myscl? go confuscd T was
gabbling cbout August Dorleth having published Van Vogtis Lensman
stories in Samothracc,

Thank the lord my stecam rcdlo docsn't accont ViiF, and so Tfll
noever be able to hear the abortive resultg

Eut anyway, thce thing so unscttled me that Ive actually sat
down and read g novel withoubt stonning, and now I'm writing a
letber to you (and VICTOR) instcad of getting on with some of tho
ordcrs. 4and it is only scven in the eveninz, tool

The cover was an lmprovenont over 8's. Altom is best ot his
humour work, I thinl., Bddic Joncs® ciffort looks clgancr, or
souwcthing, to ne. 1 can soc vac point of Atori's “3paceshin and
the 3word' artwork, whilst I can't adducce any ulterior meaniig,

frorn the Bddie artworlz. (Unless porhaps Scturn from its ninth
mnoon?}.
I'm vory auscd by your scericus acceopuancce of the Hicronymous
machince on the onc hand, and the rcjection of the Flylng 3cucor
Cul tistel on bhe otliery S0 Far &g I edn gaace, bwae Tpsi” wmschinss,
or paionic nnchinces if you nrcfcer, stel by round-about routcs Trom
tho group of culbs dealing in "metaphysics, such as Modame
42
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Blavatsky's Theosophists with their Atlantean civilizations of
mind-powered machines., They belong in the sawms groun as the
dilagnostic machines, and in ny experience of meeting the exponents
of the various arts, there seens to be little to chose betvieen
stch groups and the branches of the U0 cults of which you have had
that recent experience. The maln noint I note is that the fan-
experimenter or researcher {be he intercsted in UFC or psionics)

is usuvally considerably more reserved in his activity, his judge-
nent, and his declaration of faith (if any) than the cultist. This
is a point - and a very big one - in Tavour of the fan., e is
willing to Be convinced, but.....

actually, I look on UrG-ology and wslonics, radiotiaesia
and such like things, when they reach the cult stage (as the one
you dgseribe) as the modcorn equivalcnt of spiritualism and mediums
and all that mystical nonsense.

L'm not certain of Ella's pronosal. I don't gulte gee the
point - from my understandinz the Library is a more-~or-lsss self-
contained unit, operating on something like benevolent dictatorial
lines. (& sort of govermment I can find favourable, provided the
peoulace have tne riglt to sack the dictator when he is no longer
benevolent). Can this be enlarzed upon...the why and wherefore
gxplained?

l'agazine reviews - Look, Doc, you are getting like ze. TYou
nave rcead so much of the stuff that vou don't like any of 1t any
more. one of it is ‘Ffresh' (incidecntally, the ides in Deities,
Inc, I am reascnably certsin was used in a modificed form at lcast
once by Ednond Familton, and the busincss of finding ncw uscs for
0ld gods almost got itscl? ovorworked ir UITTEC1) and very little
aporoacheos the standard we wish. The Toult, T fear, lics in us
and not in our authors (pardon the liberty). BSo plcasc lower your
aim (if not your standard) and be just o little more cncouraging.

Incidentally, Lir. Editor, I wish vou wiould mokc all your
revieviers give un this rating racket. L have always Tlatly refusced
to do 1t; none of us arc literary critics - Tew cf us arc cvein
compcetent to writc rovicws -~ and I fczl 1t an imposition to ‘gradef
a story. Give some idca of the nlot, scy how you like it or don'sd
like it and why, but plcasc don’t award marks as i1f the authors
are sitting somo damnod cxominction. YWhen I wrosc my opinions of
books for Petecr Fomiliton, the star gredings he uscd to attach werce
always his - not minc. ZFrom o litcrary stondpolnt and from tihc
viewpoint of most of the rovicwing donc in VECTOR, caything writtcn
by ERE would qu&alify for C-. DBut I can assure you that IERE is
gtill a very good gellier, and extrenely popular....

Dear Doc\I ain't .pickin' on ya, feller, you just xeep getting
in my way}, I'm suprised at you, after all the thought I went to
to invent, dream or thinlkk-up a pantechnicon expression to convey
my meaninz without labeling any particular one of the Lovecraft
school, you have to pedantically Jjump on me! I-played ‘around with
conposites like “Cthulathotep™, "Yug Athothoth’, “"Nyarlathlhu' and
sundry other tongue tangling terrors until I decided on Vog
Shuggoth’ which ig at least pronouncable and has a Tfamlliar ring
without belng a definite...cér....character from one of the cycle’
of stories started by FFL and suppecrted and continued by Derleth,
Clark 4sghbton Smith, Frank Telknap Leng and the other less well
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Lnown wrivexu oL Lhal grov, .

Then you come glong and rap me on the knuckles. Ah, the shame
and pity of it. You are hereby consigned to spend the next aeon
under the sickly light of primal Sarkowmand's nocturnal sky, in the
company of Pickman and a score of other weeplng ghouls, who shall
glibber at you unendingly. TUnless, of course, you cah ilmnediately
state to which story I have nade reference, and tiius shield your-
self in the armour of knowledge.

#*(*The difference in my atbtitudes to the psi and TUFO boys does
look odd I suppose, but it's nalnly due to the fact that the
Tleronymous nachine can be built and tested by anyone, whereas 1t
takes a very clever typc to grab a handful of cultist idsas and
put them uvnder the microscope. 1y criterioun of the investigation-
worthiness of borderlins ideas is the extent to which they con be
proved or disproved by vpiysical experiment, wiether or no viey
seom reasonable., Heck, T'll even smilc at Campbcll and his Dean
Drivel! At lecst you could build onc and try it out. If one of
these cultists was nrepcred to submit his ideas to a logical
analysis then I'm propcred to liston, if not then T've beittor
things to occupy my time,

¢ that proposcl - I belicve the idea 1s that since Teter does

so nuch Tor the sssociction he should have some sort of say in the
running of it (over cnd above thot he hos as o member). TI'1ll nass
your qucstion oan to Elle for morc comuocnts.

Retinge - Um, you hove o point thecre. It seems to be the
custort and T usc 1t nysclf nainly because T think in torms of
dofinite scales usvally, no metter whot the subjoct. What the
revicowers do is, of coursc, their own cffcir{within limits). as
for ZRE - you're vprobably right, but I can't stend hin mysclf, I
wondcr why he's so ponulor? There's not holf cs much colour ond
ccetion in his works as there is in Foward®s Ccnan storles, or sven
a good historical novel. Popular appeal does not necessarily
indicate literary worth.

Over .to you Doc! *
Feter Mabey, 10 vJellingt

V3 ~ first of all, Zddie Jones nas done the best cover I've
seen g0 far on the nag., i hope you can persuade him to do more!
ext, matters raised in your editorizl: 1t certainly does sesm to
be true that "3exy SF' is getting worsc. n the 0ld days the covers
used to be pretty lurid - I'm thinking of thes poriod up to % to 10
years back, but the stories were rather innocuous. (For an
account of this phase, scec "Girls for the ZIlime CGod' by W. noles
in the lovember '"Flayboy” - with some very good parodics, alnost
pasticiies, of tynical covers by Eill Elder,) /

Fext subjcet: the 3PEC - IZ've been a member since 1t started,
and agree that it's Talleon off rather. To sccms to me that there's
been a change of policy - originally they got the best, regardless
of date, that Thoy could: now thc books scor to Lo The most recent
avalillable fairly checaply. Ecnce the choicc ofton secns to duplicate
paperbeek reoprints -~ not to mention the 'Meon Hele'! Still, 'Tho
Lord of the Rings' 1s just coilng oubt as en cxtra which 1s somle
sort of consolation. Tho only rcoson that I continuc te keop on
with the thing is that I'm irn o snall syndicate at worl whilch gets
the megrzines published, plug the 3FPEC books: we put in 4d per weck,
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out cf whicii these are pald for, auwd pasg thein around. Hence I'11
countinue to te a nember t1ll most of oury gsroun decide that it's

not worth having the 3#LC, and although several of them are fed up
with it, we haven't reached that state vet. (To anticipnate your
query - i've not persuaded any of them to joln the B3Fs yet: in
fact, I've only got two into the C3FCY)

Dur resulte with our =gionics machines are similar to the ones
Ken Cheslin renorts: consistent, generally, Tox any person vwho
gets results; but totally inconsistent for cdifferent veople.

The review columns are good, but don't nced comment - I see
you've got snother reviewcr, Tom Fcatley, an unfamilicr name {ox
just a pseuvdonym? - I've not mot a list of iembers here, so haven't
checked on nim) - I'd like to see more by him, to *get to know?
him better.

Orne item 1in the lettsrs promnts e to put forward a sugsestion
- though I adwmit that it would he pretty hard to conply with -

John leGovern wants to know about 'CF': this makes me realise that
probably very fevi lLembers know anything about the history of
organised Ffandom in tiis country. “hat's needed 1s a 17 counter-
part of 'The Limortal 3torm' ~ we won't be able to Tind a I'oskowitz
who knows it all wainly Trom personal exnerience - bubt it should

be possible to plece the story togother. OSertainly T'd like to
know more about tis Tirst B5Fs, the second B3Fi, the D3F3, the
Cosmos Club and so on. I cance into the nicturc near the last days
of C¥, and when the EFL was the onrly funetioning remnant of the
B3¥8. an appeal Tor accounts of old-~time fandom might nrove sucess-
ful, ana cculd be very interecsting.

~(*Tom Heatley is, as far asgs I know, a real wnerson. Te's onc
of the revicwers we got by the appcal madoe some time ago in Fen
Slater's catalogue.

This history ide¢a is a mood onhe, cvon il wo can’t write the
history we can at lcost prescrve some of the csontial information
which is otherwise going to disappcar with the older fang as they
lcave Tandom. You sccen o huve a botter idca of She seguence than
I have, perhans vou could comnit it to noncr, with dates whero
nogsible, and add any namce that vou aseociate with various cvents
and let me heve it. This might be worth printing in itsclf cnd
cvch if not it would give nc sonce nancs of ncople whom I could
approach with regquests for information. ™)
sngus Watt, 47 Stanton Roed, Iluton, Peds.

I was gyprised to ses the paragraphr in your editorial on the
Science Fiction Beook Club stating that a nusber of E37FL menbers
have left thes c¢lub because of 1ts choice in books. “Jhen, last year,
I found that I had read the next six months range ol books before,

I asked them to chenge ny guota and let mne have three books from
the past titles in their »nlace, and they &ld this for me. T found
that gelection quite satigfactory and have no complaints.

This issue of VECTOR ig the best taat I have had yet. The
article by Doc Weir on compiling an index was interesting and help-
ful, The bool reviews are the weakest point. It would be much
betber to have an cxtended article lilke Ten 3later's “General
Chunterings®, which is undoubtedly the best article in the magazinoc,
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Lern vaeosiliry Ao piy form Joond, Shouroridse, Wopg
L an at »resent a nesnber of the 3FEC qough ¢ doubt that I'11
renew when ny nresent c¢redit runs out, reason being, of courss,
this very thlnb, so many of the bools are reDantc of too recent
stories. I'd like to see some of the out of print books, the ones
that are a devil to get held of now, and/or (preferably and) books
of the type you speclfy in this editorisl.

’si....the mailn trouble ol course 1s that there just 1sn't
enough information yet to make any sort of rules/regs/laws of psi,
4 Letter from Joe....ohe thing that I think keeng a fair

i}
i

number of neyv L3FL poubers Tromn bcconlnr fans is that they are
what FAD would c¢all "Look! we're differenu“ conformists..ic they
read, and probably somehow snjoy sf while at the same time nursing
the idea that They are somehow better than the ‘masses’ and have
"broad mental horizons' and like that. You probably know the
deadly serious tyre that I mean, 0OF sf should make you think but
take time off occasionally from your devotion to sf to stand aside
and talle a good look at it, and laugh at it if need be, or even
to administer a good swift kick if it warrants that too. Tt's this
gadly serious snobbishness that causes a pronortion of the new
could-~be~fen to be contenptuous of fandom and think of it as =s0
much childishnegss.
Jim Ligwood, 10 I eadow Uotis., iletherfield, lotts.

I?m_s“prlded that you should lumd the anti-bomb canoalgn to-
gether with antl-vice and gsnbling stulffed- -shirts, and then just-
ify your statements by guoting Heinlein on ‘hunan nature™. The
ClD ig composed mainly of neople who »nreviously haven't battered
an eyelid at all sorts of atrocities coniitited in the name of
"human hature, who have banded together to malie peonle reallze
tuat they are in possessiocn of encugh power to destroy themsolves,
and suvrvival is alzoc a part of “human anaturc v'know!

I think your commnents on the letters arc cover long and 1n most
cases unnecessary. I get the impresesion thot you'lre trying to pick
avgumcnts with the loeter-writors.

*(* To take your sccond point filst, T'n doing ny best o
cnecourage dTSOuSulOHS/JuWUﬂeDtS about various subjects anong the
members. This C¥D subject is one about which T feel fairly strongly,
g0 I naturally drag 1% 1in whnexe I can. I lumned tuoem with the
anti-vice and gambling set mainly because all three resemble one
another. They all seek to abolish what amocunt %o universal hunan
activities. The only culture that I know of that doesnft have a
werd for war is that of the iskinos and the reason there is
probably that the struggle to survive doesn’t leave much time for
Tighting.

Iy mein objection to the CI'D 1s that it is too limited. If
you did get a ban on nuclcar weapons (which raises the interesting
question of who do we trust to enforce it, and how?)that would
still leave conventional wcapons, bacteriological , psychological,
and gas warfare. The wholc problen will c¢ventuclly be solved by
the social scientists working on 1%, and not by marching up and
down in the strccet. L the morchors would stop wasting timc and
set about raising thc moncy to quqnco tﬂb ¢ scicntists thoy
might achieve their endg.*)™ ’ '
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é,R._ngr;‘Pri@;osa_ggtjgge$nﬂggj9gpi;§_Vj;gggp,_yr. Tetbury, Glos.
EDITORI~L: Glad to heax that VECTCR pr s bto encourage story
writing - it is one of uho things we'y uvposed vo stand Tfor,
and I think that the 0¢ Port le well worth malking.
SCIENCE FICTION BOCHK JLUZ: Yes, I'n a nenber and have beon these
three years and morc. I don't agres with all thelir choices, but
I find that of the six books in the year I have always bcen glad
to accept four at lcast, and usvally five, so that oven theon I get
the rest well below the qarkot hard-cover pricce. I guite agree
that ¥night's “In Search WHonder' Je Camn’'s “SF ffandbook" and
tie Bone@tell books are all things that they night well reprint.
[’y own chief beel is that they don't take tLOlI readers into thelr
confidence as thsy wlrht, rer ezanple, they advertised, just the
once, that the French oF novel Tida FOHETRIESS was on the way; in the
next edition of the bulletin they simply said that this was a
mistake, and gave no other cxplanation - why couldn’t they have
said that negotiations had Ffallen thrously, that there were copy-
right troubles, or whatever tho rcal rcason was? Jo would simply
like to know!
P3IEICE PART IT: If any of you followed in the papers, the fort-
night's report of the “Black Box' trial, you nust nave lcarnt a
good deal about psi. auné I'm suronrised that nobody has commentod
on the verdiet, which is thoe first timc that a British law court
has admitted the oxistcnce of cny sort of ‘cxtra-normalY powsrs,
geven by implication, sincc the scventoconth contury: T have nysclr
visited the d¢ la Warr Laboratorics, whore thosc apiplianecs were
and used, and have been ftested nyself with them. I am one of the
people wno can -"make tlen wor“” nysell .

It is interesting that they find that the most varled people
get 1dentlcal rcsoonses on the dials for given "objects’ - that is,

______ This also bears out what I myself

nave LOLHd for the “ajorlty ol people, using a "printed circuit®
Eieronymous machine; I have done most of ny work with pure chemical
elenents (being a chemist) and I find that ol the people who can
“make it work” the majecrity - L1.¢. avout six out of ssven -~ get
identical readings; eg. they all bring ir zinc at abcut 65 on the
dial. On the other hand, the odd people - about one 1n seven -
get zinc at a2 point guite consistent for them, but unlike anybody
else's readlnjg, though they may gelb very strong readings indeed..

Now here's an interestiing point - all tiese peonle who get
results in vnusual places give considerably higher than average
scores when tried at a "clairvoyant recognition’ test with Rihine
cards - at least they have so far, Colncldence?
TRAVEL BY WiBE: First clase. There should always be ole humnourous
iterm in VECTOR and the very fact that it ieg so completely differcnt
from PLAYEES 0% TUE 1¥’3 malkes 1t go down all the better,
E00K REVIEWS: T was nuch intercsted in the roview of Tesiolkevsky's
book - bubt I711 bhet my boots that tho introduvction by Vorobyov
doesn't say that he diecd poor and ncglcctod, since the 3ovict
government didn't show the “1l&dbOat intcrest in rocket rescarch
till after 19A4, when the German rockets had already shown whet
could be donel!l
IBTTER COLUTN: If nobody else will, nisht have a stab at Touys,
after I've read a bit nore of lhiis stufT. 2o far I've only read
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his STLLLTIS, but I'1l plague the Gloucester County Library for
more of-his. OUnce you've got used to his style - and, good God,
it takes some getting used to. No ordinary man goes off on a
three~pages long parentnesis arter a side issuve, in the middle of
a sentenoe, and then, so please you, conles baclk and finishes the
sontence he's guite lxpressive.

The uTDUDlC about Taul androws' suggoestion for a serics of
articles on major 3¢ avthors 1s that Moskowitz is Colng this already
and SCIEBYCIT Fal'TASY is pul llbklpb taecm, so therc would be relatively

llttlc dcnand T urould thlq

ho edltcrlal ro1sed an lntur ating ODlnu re tho SFBG -
nersonally I'd »nrefer to soc about onc ool]oct1on/antnology
cvery two novels. I've beon a member for over & year and have no
intention of leaving. DBy thce way r'm glad to sc¢c that you 4idn’t
mickey-take the Actherius Group - i'm all for oncn-nindedncsg in

SF.

low T have a rcqguest. Do you have eny idca whore I can got
a copy of A FANDIUL 0¥ O4RLIES3 by FThillip ¥, Dick. I know that
it was published by Rich and Cowan in 1955. 3incc Rich and Cowan
do not anpoar in the 1959 1list of British publishcrs T can orly
asswme that a/ they've gonc out of busincss or b/ theyfre imcrican.
Either way I'm stuek, if vou ean ho 1p me I'd be most grateful,

*(*I wrote up the Actherius Socioty mocting stroight meinly
hecausc nothing I could wrlite cculd be holf go ridiculous asg the
plain faects,

ACCOrding to ry copy cf the Tuck Hondbook of 3F A =4I DFUL OF
DARKLIESS wizg published in Dritain. TUnless onc of the membors can
heclp you out your best bet is to ask Kon Slator {(of FPontast
Medway Ltd., 75 Norfolk Strcet, Wisbech, Combs.) to wont-list it
for you.

Jolin also criticis ud Doc. Welr's rovicws of the negazinces. T
didn't put thesc in s I've o lobter from ['ike 17oorcock loter on
in this column which deals with this subjcet in more detuail, and
with a reply from Dog. *}*

Chris Miller, 44 Wheatcloge Road, Earrow-in-Furpnegs, Laics.

dell, I?ve gone and lent VJJTO‘ #9 to a potential B3Fa menber
50 I'm afraid I can't give a letter of comiment oa it, unless T can
remsnber what the contents were,

lessee. . ., I hope that the TFriday evening meetings will
continue to be ag interesting as they were when I was in London.
D'you think that some person could give a gort of renort of these
meetings? &n outline of what hanpened, what you talked about and
SO On.
The fanzine repdrint was greatd hy did Arthur never publish
it in an ST magazine? I'm sure that it was good enough for that

*(*The address above is Chris' home onc although hc was at
Oxford when ho =rote this lettor, I supposc that this pctontial
member is also a studcnt. Koop up the reeruiting Chris. 4As for
reports on the Friday cvenings - well its a good idea, and whon
soreone writes them they'll anpcar in VECTCL! Your otlher
suggcstions noted, ILfve added them to the list of idcas for
“considoration whon himc pernitefd ¥y
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and novw here's a composite item that might interest you. It
gtarted when I received a letter of comment from Iilke Icorcock. T
was so interesting that I replied instead of Just orinting it here.
Since 1t concerned Doc Weir and ifike asked me To pass it on if I
didn't w»nrint it, T sent 1t plus a carbon of my ansvier to Doc for
his comnents. Thus the following consists of the original letter
from hike, my reply, another note from iiike, and Doc's comnents on
the whole lot. I horne that you find iv of scme interest,

Editorial a bit depressing. Yeu've fallen into the trap, T
Teel, ol regarding ST fandom as the total readershin of 3F. Yot
consciously, perhaps, bubt certainly sub-consciously. Facts remain,
and facts, of course, tell vs taat the najority of 3¢ readers are
gonpriced of that 'general publict you mention in your third para-
graph, You wouldn't be getiting any magazine 1f it wasn't for themn.
as for pornography - soie detective stories are nornogranhic; sone
westerns are; some historicals - ad nauseum. So what? TPeople
don't brand all detective sbtories as pornographic. Lady Chatterly's
Lover mizght be thought pornographic but few veonle would consider
banninsg all of Lawrence's works from the boolk-shops. In fact,
because of the ICL business, Lawrcnce 1s gclling better now than
he ever was. Couldn't the same avwply Lo good 3F? The nore rcaders
the neorc magazincs and books beconming availoble to SF enthusiazts.
This thing is biggcr than all of us.

Your point about 37 writers 1s taken. Porsonally, I always
saw tho B3FA as o recruviting organisatiocon not prinarily Tor Tansg
but for potential writers. Fowever, this ls a porsgonal ideca.

Those staff-writtcn Badgor perversions arc given far too much
spacc. The revicwers say how terrible thoy arc. Then thev say
how terriblce they cro. Wouldn't 'skip thig' be nore concisc and
give you space to deveote te, poerhaps, a Tow Lfactunl books?

Why this rombling trootise on Brian's cover for S 427 Surcly
Doe¢ realilscs thoat a cover design is primarily to make a2 magazing
attraetive. I ho's zuch ¢ sticliler Tor authentic mythical details
(rathey an anachronism any way) why does he read fantagsies which
bend them around? This 1s petty-fogging. And vhy this emphasis
on old 37 gtories being revived?

Originality or lack of originality shouldn't be emphasised -
particularly where magazine fiction is concerned. The gstandard of
writing and treatment of theme is surcly what should be judged?

How do we judge Shakespsare? So, you've scen one love scene, vou've
seen 'em all? So, you've scen one accelerator, you've scen ‘em
all?

oy, Doc and I claszh again. , dhates all tals Tecke/Tcika jazz?
Ch, there ~rs certglin supncrlficicl sgimdlaxitice bBewvwcen the two
writers. Thoey beth use the English language Tor a start. Poakc's
work difficult to recd? Is thot the implicationt For that matter
itfe the Tirst I've known that Franz Kafla'’s stolf waz hard to readi

In your xenly to Doc's letter you talk ghout a definition of
sf and say that you hope there won't bte one because that implies
definite l-nits. If you saild Chat the thing that atiracted you
imost was the fact that there were fow linits, T'd agree with vou
wholeheartedly. DBut, aside from this minor quibble, I entircly
agres with That statomont. 29



Jim Linwood says that the film’s concern for the individual
rather than soclety is a highly commendable point and you tut tut
and say that the Race 1s amore important. ilell, I agree with Jim,
vhether he meant exactly that or not. what says society has got
to be more important? /iy should you accept this so coiibletely?
Toseibly this way of thought (pretty general in the Western world)
is a hangover from a primitive tribal society which no longer
exists. Tolitical nostalgics are continually trying to get back
to thig tribal society, forgetting that our social systeri, being
so much more coiplicatod, »rohibits rnost of their ideas from beling
able to work.

Tord said, a trifle baldly and I don't know if he was ever
given a chance to gualify this sbtatewment, "I'lstory is Bunk', e
night have meant that too much dwellinzy on the *good old past’ was-
detrimental to a society {or sn individual for that matter). This,
of course, gocg for thinking foo much about the future. T wish
we'd concentrate rore on the pgretty enjoyable present for a
change. I Like It iow.

I'd like you to tell me just why you are so firmly convinced
that Humanity Comes First. I this is so, why 4o s0 nany peobple
enjoy reading stories where the individual - the hero - says to
hell with hunanity and up with ne Jack?

Jim Croves.

Tirstly that bit about ny tending to regard fandom as the
total readership of sf; this I deny - in ny editerial for VECTCE 8
I deliberatly nentioned the difference between fans and readers,
and said that to cover both in VECTOR I was going to try to appeal
to that gide of them that they share -~ that concorned with sf. As
for pornography increasing sales and rcaders, sure if you want that
kind of reader and that kind of reading mattcr. <5 for setting up
as censors, we do anyway, I don't read all the junl: that's thrown
at me under the sf label, and I don't suppose that you do elther.
All that I was suggesting was that VESTOR shouwld carry reviews of
all or nearly all the s published so that none of our members
would have to buy the crud to £ind out that 1t 1s crud.

I'm glad that you agree about new sf writers, but don't
concentrate on them alone - reader-~vriter-publisher - it's a
syimblotic arrangement from wmich we all benefit and to which we
all contribute.

Thoge Badger perverslions were given s0 much space so that the
reviewers could state why tThey disliled them. I7'd have thought
that sf readers would bLe leery of prohouncerients of autiheority along
the lines of a mers 'this is rubbish, leave it alone’,

Doc's reviews - The rcason that I published thesc sog they
reached ne was that I don't like to edit any of thce material that
I get unlcss it's really necesszary. That happens tc be the way
that Doc thinks in this casc. It's thc old story of specclalist
knowlcdge., Doe¢ khows something atoulb mythology and so he neoticcs
theso things. 4s for fontosy bohding such dectalls, well cortain
things arc neormitted end ccrtain arc not. I you wish to usc
ircal' characters then thcy must conform with the accepted facts
about them, unlcse you can cxplain the differcnccs. Tor most of
us it docan't matter iz this cose but tho rovicwer happenced to be
Do¢ so ho spotted it. It spois a story whein you gpot such an



error, I kpow, I've had 1t Lapven wien soile s writer has viclated
a scientific princinle without explaining why. It's not the
viclation that disturbs melotherwise I'd not read sf)it's the fact
hat it's not ezplained .away. TiLe same thing applles whenever an
author slips up in front of anyone with specisl lknowledge. Like,
shall we gay, if a doctor reads onsdf those stories of hospital
1ife and one of the characters does an operation in 30 minutes
that the doctor knows would take a real surgeon 4n hour Or IOTG.,
For most of us iv's a itinoy peint I know, but it doss sxist,

Re the Linwood letter - 4ny text book on sociclogy or anthro-
nology will give you the Tacts on how important races, groups and
individuals are in relation to one anrother. Consider it thig way
though - how can a part be nore important than the whole of which
it is a part? I I were to die Western civilisation would not be
seriously inconvenienced whersas 1f Western civilisation were to
g0 I would be in a right mess.

You like now do you? Complete with bombs, brainwashing and
tyranny? I like it too, but only because it's a challenge, to be
mnet and changed; if 1t was permanent L'd hate every minute of it,
and so I suspect would you. The fact that so many of the current
books reflect the "i'm all right Jack® wvhiloscophy is good cause
for alarm at the fate of our civilisation. As for such books hbeing
popular well no ons likes to believe that he 1s insignificant even
if it's true, and ={ always has been called ‘'cscapist' literature!
liike loorcosic,

Yes, you've cerbainly got a relcvant point therc - aboulb the
comprehengive reviewing of crud. 3Still think it should be shorter
all the same. Alse bthe crud carrics the good stuff, guite often,
An indiscriminate producer of c¢rud often produccs, almost incid-
entally, good stuff as well. Tekc Digit for instance. T don't
like Beinlein or van Vogt much, but theyfve published quite a fow
of their titles along with some of thc poorer stuff, A4 boom, ¢vehn
a nild boom such as we're currently cxporicneing, produces a lot
of trash - but a lot of good stulf also comes out of ik,

I thougnt taat I was sorething of a specialist on mythology
too. TIT've studied it Tor some yoars and have a pretty comprehcen-
sive library devoted to the subjeet of nyths, legends and folklore,
but I still don't fcel annoycd that Lewie nadc o 'mistake'! in his
cover palnting. Surely it's uniuportant whether it's 'accurate?
or not% & magazine cover 1s bprimarily a desgigin - it's alm is to
please the eye and to attrocct attention. Lewls covers for the
most part de this. The longrstatement about the cover was, I
maintain, jirrelevant, This, T believe, was my oviginol eriticism -
the gtatement was ouvt of place and, 1 say again, designed to tell
the readers what Doc knew rather than what he felt. It's a donger
mony academiclang asre subject to. 4And iT, &g you stete in your
doctor/ hospital story analogy, for most of us these things are
minor points - then the reviewer shouldn't forget that he's
writing fTor most of us.

doc_Welr, Frimrosc Cotuage, Westonbirt Village, Er. Tetbury, Glos.

I guite apgree with you thal the lorger readcecrshin we can get
for sf the more is the likelihcod of good stulf turaing up,; in
this connecction, my compiling of the SCIEMNCE Fal'Ti3Y cheocklist
gave me a new clant - there ure o surprising nunber of the ‘one-
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snot' authors therein whose stories were of a surprisingly hisgh
level, thig, I suppose, is the practical demonstration of the saying
“everybody has at least one good =tcry in them' (I overlook the
cynical conclusion: “the trouble is tha®t they never know when to
gtop telling iti") The more and larger sf mags and pbg, the more
likelihood of these ztories seeing print.

Brian's cover for SCIELNCE TAITLSY 42 - whaet's worth doing at
all is worth doing well, and if Brian Lewis sets out to illustrate
a given story, hs should see to it that he's accurate to what the
story tells - and however little they may kiaows of the usual trapo-
ings of Zeus or Juggernaut 1'll bet that there isn't even one who's
prepared tc take the Yorse 0din looliing lilte a gorgonzolified
version of the liikado|

Emphasis on old sf storiss being revived - I think the readers
ay eas well Itnow whethery an auvthor has come across with a brand
new plot or upot; but I've no objection to the old ones providing
the handling and atmosphere 1s fresh enough to be interesting. 1y
objection to having threc variants on Wells' "New Accelerator® in
ti:ree succesgssive lssues is that Carnell isn't editing as well as
he can; I classed one of them as B silnus and another as C plus on
their own merits; I also gave ‘"Nuclear Justice” B minus as a good
yarn, even though the killer~golf~ball gimmick wasn't new.

lNow you say you "can't help but think these reviews have been
written primarily to let us know how nwch Doc Welr knows®. Well,
these reviews arxe written, primarily, to let you lknow what are Doc
Weilr's reactions to the stories concerned, and how good, or other-
wise he thinks them. ‘Note that I say Doc Weir's reactions - I do
not, because I cannoh, btry to Yeriticize for the general membershiwn
of the BSFAY because in order to do that I should, for one thing,
have to e falrly well acguainbted with svery mernber of the IBSFA -

I couldn't “represent’ the ESFA if I tried, and so I don't try;
what I do try to do, 1s to give a fair criticism within my own
limits.

I'm not taking the resemblance between Peake and Xafka any
further than I mads it then - that beth write about people who are
struggling in a social environent that is too much for them, and
that they can't adequabtely cope with and don't understand; the
resenblance siiply doesn't extend further,

I found ¥afka distinctly difficult to read - but then, I read
him in his original German, and a translavor, especlally in as
vague and cloudy-headed a language as German can be, ig often a
clariftier ag well.

Ag regards any defiaition of gf - well any definitiocn involves
a gset of limits gomewhere, and every difrerent derilner sets them in -
a different place; it's good fun trying to find a definition, though,
and a good exercisc in the logiccl use of words, which exercise we
all need Trom time to time to kcecp us from gotting slopny.

As regards socicty versus the Individual, I think you and Jin
take opposite views in o dispute where the middle~of~the-road track
is the most desirable. We can't run cur prescnt-day way of life -
and I agrcec with you that it might be worse, and can be’quite
pleoasant to live in - on & purely individuallstic basis, but sincc
soclety mostly moakces progrcess through the misfits and cxceptions
who have unusual ideas and 1nsist on raising hell £ill something
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gets done about them, you mustn't let society sguash individuality
too far elither.

*¥(* Az a perting shot in the 'individual versus society!
argunent I'm rather talken with the quote from Art Rapp Tit's all
very nice being beat providing that there are enough squares left
to run soelety™. Substitute "individuallst” and “cog™ in that and
you have the answer. 'Sociedy can carry a siell percentage of guch
beats, individualists, rebels, lunatics and what have you, but too
many will blow. the wholc lot sky high. )™

WEALSOHEARDIROI .

darry Douthwalte from :ancrester, Archie llercer From Lincoln
with a list of typos that got through, Jim UWorrie Trom Edinburgh,
Terry Jeeves from Sheffield, and a brief note from Arthur €. Clarke
in Cerlon. And thats all for tThis ulHO, thank you all Tor wrltlng.

P T S S U R 1 B b ey, 8 LS i s Rk R oo e e I g i e S e il )

GENELAL CHUNTELING (cont. )

field)is the hard cover still the “top' of the publishing field..
and with nore and more original work appearing in paper hack, it
may not be so long before the boards-book becomes the raritv...at
the same time there is a steady increase in the sales and numbers
of “talking books"...although it 1s doubtful if these will ever be
suecessiul for use as reference works in our n»nrssent gstate of
knowledge...the problem of 1ndexing the grooves of a record is
somewhat too complex when placed against the {current) simplicity
of rumbering the nages in a book...nowever youw'll note that the

uge of taped evidencc in court has been givon scrious consideration
« o« » Partly because of the unrellakility of policcman®s notcbooks...
which it appears have bocome somewhat..cr...ob well, & sign of the
timeg, T guecss...reverting to ”*alklng books® there arc soveral
which should have appeal for Tans, and T feel that it would be a
good idea for a “review" column covering these t0 appear in some
fanmag...vcnfortunatly L don't stock them, so can’t wnlay ‘em buck-
shee to see what is on them...and 1f there is any bright young
electronician in the audlence, a systemr for indexing a actual
recording so that a pre-selected set of grooves can be Trgads
immediately, without either having to s£it through all the previous
part of a disc, or the horrible snd damaging "guess if I drop the
pick-up about here™ method of selection that some folk indulge in,
is essential...anld probably Tfortune making...oh, work has beoon done
in the fileld, and some systoms of keying do oxist, bult nonc that
arc really sultablc for usc in the homc or offico...holl, you don't
want to scnd the junior filc clerk on a twn year course in clcct-
ronics... technical’ labour crecps in all over to Ao Jjobs which
adeguately vporformcd by juniors sonmc ten-twoehty vcarg back...and
which should now bc verformed by simple nachines operated by juniors
...but in effect require "experts™ to Landle...this shoves product-
lon costs up all ths time,..instead of releaging technical labour
for improvement of existing Locgploueu/ua0ﬂ1nes...Just dream up

& few simnple gysteis alfter your Christias Dinner...bring down
producticn costs...the four hour week...plenty for all.,.ch, well,
its & nice dream Tor Christias...hest...KF3.
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have you jeinee) yel?

Thisz year's BSIFi Convention ies being held Easter weekend at
the llew County ¥otel, Southgate Street, Glouvcester. The Convention
feos are quite reasonable being 10/- for L3FA members over 18 and
5/- for the under 18 and overssas aenbers. 4n application form

was circulated with the last lewsgletter, if you 4idn't get one and
do wish to come wirite to the Ccn Jec/Tres., Keith Freceman, c/o 44
Barbridge Load, iesters Way, Cheltenham for detalls. Uhen register-
ineg vou have onlv to send thc Conventlon fee to Kelth, the hotel
bill does net have to be pald until after the Ton., when you leave.
The New Jounty is probably Tfull by now bubt there arc several over-
flow hotcls available - the Bell Tetel (chergoes 27/6 DnR), tihe
Wellington {charges 22/~ F:B), and the Lauphrey (charges 18/6 B%B).

STOP FRESS The voting on the »ronosal made by Chrisg iiiller about

he vostal electlon oif offilcials went as ITollows - for 13, against 0.
Therefore the election ol officials from this year on will be by
vost. Since it isg now later than tne dateg pniroposed tne vobting
will have to be gpeeded un., Mominaticns are ipvited for the follow-
ing posts:i- Vice~Chairnian; Secretary; Treasursr; Publicatiocns
Officer. Tt would swpeed things up a little 17 npominators could
also subnit at the same time the nane ol a seconder, and also get

he consent of the person noninated. xll nonirations should bes
sent to the »nresent Becretary, flla :arker, 151 Canterbury Road,
Veet Eilburn, M. .6, IToulnations should dec in by 13th of February.
Further detailg on this and other Constitutional matters will

apnear in the Fewslcetter apwearing just after thav date.






